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This Regulation is established pursuant to § 3 (5) of the Animal Protection Act and to 
paragraph 41 of the Government of the Republic Regulation No. 161 of 8 May 2001, the Grant 
of Authorisation for Establishment of Legislation Arising from Infectious Animal Disease 
Control Act and the Animal Protection Act.  

Chapter 1.  

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 1. Scope of application 

(1) This Act provides requirements for keeping pet animals, incl. dogs, cats, rodents, rabbits, 
polecats, domestic birds, reptiles, amphibians, aquarium fish and invertebrates, and 
requirements for the rooms or buildings prescribed for keeping such animals. 

(2) This Regulation has obligatory force on all natural and legal persons, who own or possess 
pet animals. 

Chapter 2.  

REQUIREMENTS FOR ROOMS OR BUILDINGS FOR 
PET ANIMAL  KEEPING 

§ 2. Room or building for pet animal keeping  

(1) Pet animals must be able to stand, turn round and  lie freely in the rooms or buildings 
where they are kept. 

(2) Cages, terrariums and other rooms and buildings for pet animal keeping must be located 
so that there is enough room  between them to take care of animals and to carry out animals’ 
health and welfare check. Where cages are placed above one another, their bottoms must be 
made of material preventing animals’ excrements from falling into lower cages. 



§ 3. Floor or bottom of the room or the building for pet animal keeping  

The floor or bottom of the room or the building for pet animal keeping must be kept clean. 
The floor of the room or building must be covered with litter suitable for animal species. Net 
floor, grating floor or other holed floor must be of material suitable for animal species, in 
order to avoid hitching and hurting of animals. 

§ 4. Microclimate of the room or building for pet animal keeping  

(1) Lighting of the room or building for pet animal keeping must enable animals to follow the 
behaviour pattern  characteristic of species. Lighting must not cause animals stress or 
inconvenience. 

(2) Pet animals must not be kept in an environment with noise level constantly exceeding 65 
dB. 

§ 5. Outside pen used for pet animal keeping  

(1) Size of an outside pen used for pet animal keeping must agree with animal’s species, 
breed, size and activity. 

(2) Ground of an outside pen must be equipped with rain water drains. The ground of an 
outside pen must not be slippery or cause injuries for animals by falling. 

(3) Fence of an outside pen must be manufactured from material suitable for animal species. 
Mesh size of a net fence must protect animals from hitching or injuring. 

Chapter 3.  

PET ANIMAL  KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 

§ 6. Pet animal feeding and watering 

(1) Pet animal feed must be nutritious and balanced and enriched with minerals and vitamins, 
if necessary. In pet animal feeding, animal’s feed preferences typical of species and age must 
be considered. 

(2) Clean fresh water must be constantly available for pet animals. 

§ 7. Pet animal keeping in a group 

(1) Where pet animal groups are united or a new animal is included, the possible behaviour 
problems must be avoided. Pet animals who behave aggressively towards other animals or 
cause danger to them must be kept separate from other animals. 

(2) In a room or a building for keeping pet animals, animals must have a possibility to hide or 
shelter from other animals of the group of pet animals. 



(3) Where pet animals are kept in a group, the number of feeding and drinking troughs must 
be sufficient for providing eating and drinking space for all animals at the same time. 

§ 8. Weaning little ones 

(1) Weaning must take place at the best suitable time, considering the welfare of the female 
and the little ones. To find out the best suitable time, a veterinarian shall be consulted, if 
necessary. 

(2) During weaning, the female must have access to a separate room inaccessible for little 
ones. 

Chapter 4.  

DOG KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 

§ 9. Satisfaction of dog’s need to move 

A dog must be given an opportunity to satisfy its need to move, considering its size and 
temperament. 

§ 10. Keeping a dog on a chain 

(1) The collar of a dog kept on a chain must not be metal or hanging. 

(2)Where a dog’s chain has been mounted on a running rope, the dog must be able to move 
along 10 m of the rope and at least 2 m broadways to both sides. 

(3) Where a dog’s chain has been mounted on some other suitable tool, the dog must be able 
to move within at least 40 m2 range. 

(4) Where a dog’s chain is metal, the junction of the chain and the running rope or any other 
suitable tool must be of such material which will make no disturbing sound when the dog 
moves. 

(5) A dog’s chain shall be placed so as to prevent the chain from tangling around a tree or any 
other object. 

§ 11. Keeping a dog in an outside pen 

(1) For a dog weighing up to 5 kg, the area of an outside pen must be at least  3,5 m2  and for 
a dog weighing up to 10 kg, up to 20 kg and up to 50 kg or more 4 m2, 4,5 m2 and at least 7 
m2 respectively. 

(2) Where more than one dog is kept in an outside pen, to calculate the area of an outside pen, 
the necessary area corresponding to the number of dogs and their weight indicated in 
paragraph 1 must be added to the area established for one dog in the same paragraph. 



§ 12. Dog kennel 

(1) Only a dog used to stay outdoors may be kept outdoors throughout the year. 

(2) A dog kept outdoors must have a kennel or other room or building in order to be protected 
from unfavourable climatic conditions. 

(3) The requirements provided for in this section also apply to other rooms or buildings 
protecting dogs from unfavourable climatic conditions. 

(4) The size, construction and furnishings of a kennel must suit a dog. The walls, roof and 
floor of a kennel must be weatherproof and equipped with heat insulation, if necessary. The 
bottom of a kennel must stand off the ground. 

(5) The entrance of a kennel must be suitable for the size of a dog and must not hurt the dog. 
If necessary, the entrance shall be equipped with a suitable cover, in order to protect the dog 
from unfavourable climatic conditions. 

(6) The floor of a dog kennel must be kept clean and dry. 

(7) A dog must have a sleeping couch in its kennel. 

§ 13. Dog cage 

1) Where a dog is kept in a cage or other similar room, depending on the size of the 
dog, the area of the room must be at least as follows: 

Number of dogs Area (m2) 
Average weight of a dog (dogs)  

Up to 5 kg Up to 10 kg Up to 20 kg Up to 30 kg Up to 40 kg Up to 50 kg 
and more  

1  2,0  2,0  2,5  3  3  4  
2  2,0  2,5  3,5  4  5  6  
3  2,0  3,5  4,5  5  6  7  
4  2,5  4,0  5,5           
5  3,0  5,0  6,5           
6  4,0  5,5              
7  4,5  6,0              

(2) Where during quarantine a caught vagabond dog is kept in animal shelter or where a dog 
is kept for treatment for a short time, the area of a cage may be up to  50% smaller than the 
area provided for in paragraph 1. 

(3) The height of a dog cage or other similar room shall be at least equal to the double length 
of the dog from its breastbone to truncus caudae. Where several dogs are kept in the same 
cage, the height of the cage shall be specified by the biggest dog. A cage must have a solid 
floor. 



(4) Where a dog is kept in a cage or other similar room, it must be taken out for a walk at least 
twice a day. 

§ 14. Mating and whelping 

(1) A female dog must be able to whelp in a suitable place familiar to the animal. 
Peaceful environment must be ensured for a female dog preparing for whelping or 
nursing puppies. A whelped dog must be able to leave the puppies for a while 
without obstacles. 

(2) Mating a female dog used for breeding must not be too frequent. Mating frequency must 
ensure dog’s health and welfare and its age, breed, state of health and the condition of the 
previous litter shall be considered. To determine the optimal time of mating, a veterinarian is 
consulted, if necessary. 

(3)Where weaned 8–16 weeks old puppies are kept in a cage or other similar room, the area of 
the cage must, depending on the size of a puppy, be at least as follows: 

Weight of puppies together (kg)  Area (m2)  
up to 10  2,0  
up to 20  2,5  
up to 30  3,5  
up to 40  4,0  
up to 50  5,0  
up to 60  5,5  
up to 70  6,0  

Chapter 5.  

CAT KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 

§ 15. Cat keeping 

(1) A cat keeping room or building must be equipped with suitable claw sharpening 
equipment and a sandbox for excrements. 

(2) Where a cat is kept in a bigger room, the area of the room must be at least  1 m2  per cat, 
whereby the total area of the room must be at least 5 m2. 

(3) Where a cat is kept in a cage or other similar room, the area of the cage must be at least  1 
m2 per cat. Where several cats are kept in the same cage, the area of the cage must be at least 
0,7 m2  per each cat. 

(4) Where during quarantine a caught vagabond cat is kept in animal shelter or where a cat is 
kept for treatment for a short time, the area of a cage may be up to  50% smaller than the area 
provided for in paragraph 3. 



Chapter 6.  

RODENT AND RABBIT KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 

§ 16. Rodent and rabbit keeping 

(1) A rodent or rabbit keeping room or building must have a nestbox, a cot or a similar nest 
place. 

(2) In a room for sand mouse, chinchilla and degu keeping, an animal must be able to bathe in 
sand or other suitable material. 

(3) A chinchilla and degu keeping room or building must have a resting place or other suitable 
place for an animal to hold aloof from other animals. 

(4) In a rodent and rabbit keeping room or building, feed or chewing material for wearing out 
teeth must be available for the animal. 

(5) Rabbits, guinea pigs, chinchillas and degus must be fed suitable grasses. 

(6) At daytime, an animal of nightly way of life must be able to sleep and rest in peaceful 
environment. 

§ 17. Rodent and rabbit cage 

(1) The area of a rodent cage must be suitable for the size of animal and be at least 
as follows: 

Animal 
species  

Area per animal 
(m2)  

Addition per each successive 
animal (m2)  

Height 
(m)  

Guinea pig  0,3    0,15    0,25  
Golden 
hamster  

0,12  –  0,2  

Dwarf 
hamster  

0,09    0,045  0,2  

Chinchilla  0,4    0,2    0,7  
Degu  0,3    0,15  0,4  
Rat  0,18  0,06  0,3  

Sand mouse  0,12  0,06  0,3  
Mouse  0,09  0,18  0,2  

 
[RTL 2009, 54, 791 – entered into force 12.7.2009]  

(2) The area of a rabbit cage must be suitable for the size of animal and be at least as follows: 

Weight of a rabbit Area per 
animal (m2) 

Addition per each 
successive animal 

Length of the 
shorter side 

Height 
(m)  



(m2)   (m)  
Less than 1,8 kg    0,25  0,12  0,3  0,3  

1,8–3,0 kg  0,5  0,25  0,4  0,4  
3,0–5,0 kg  0,7  0,35  0,5  0,5  

More than 5,0 kg  0,9  0,45  0,6  0,6  
 
[RTL 2009, 54, 791 – entered into force 12.7.2009]  

Chapter 7.  

POLECAT KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 

§ 18. Polecat keeping 

(1) A polecat keeping room or building must have a nestbox, a cot or other similar nest place. 

(2) Where several polecats are kept in the same room or building, a nestbox, a cot or other 
similar nest place must accommodate all the animals together without fighting for a place. 

(3) A polecat keeping room or building must have a sandbox for excrements. 

(4) The area of a polecat keeping room or building must be at least 1 m2 and the height at least 
0,6 m. 

(5) Where several polecats are kept in the same room or building, the area of the room or 
building must be at least 0,35 m2 per animal. 

Chapter 8.  

DOMESTIC BIRD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 

§ 19. Domestic bird keeping 

(1) A bird must have at least two perches in its cage. 

(2) A cage of the birds kept in group must have enough perches to enable all the birds of the 
group to perch at the same time without disturbing one another. 

(3) In a cage, perches must be placed so that birds shall have ample room for flying and 
exercise. 

(4) In a cage, a domestic bird must be able to bathe in water or sand. 

(5) In a cage, gravel for digestion must be available for a domestic bird. 

§ 20. Bird cage 



(1) Depending on the size of a bird, the dimensions of its cage must be at least as follows: 

Length of a bird (cm), 
measured from its bill 

Area per 
bird (m2) 

Addition per each 
successive bird (m2) 

Length of the 
shorter side 

(m)  

Height 
(m)  

Less than 16  0,31  0,03  0,40  0,6  
16–20  0,31  0,04  0,45  0,6  
21–25  0,45  0,06  0,50  0,6  
26–35  0,75  0,10  0,55  0,8  
36–45  1,20  0,30  0,60  1,0  
46–55  1,60  0,50  0,70  1,2  
56–65  2,00  0,80  0,80  1,4  
66–75  2,50  1,00  0,90  1,6  

More than 75  3,00  1,50  1,00  1,6  
 
[RTL 2009, 54, 791 – entered into force 12.7.2009]  

(2) A parrot must be able to move along the wall of the cage. 

(3) A domestic bird may be set free in a room where safety measures to exclude the 
possibility that the bird injures itself or accidentally finds its way out have been taken (doors 
and windows are shut and mirrors and windows covered) . 

Chapter 9.  

REPTILE AND AMPHIBIAN KEEPING  
REQUIREMENTS 

§ 21. Reptile and amphibian keeping 

(1) A reptile and an amphibian is kept in a terrarium, the closure of which with a lock or other 
suitable tool must be possible, in order to avoid animal’s escape. 

(2) A terrarium where a venomous or otherwise dangerous to human beings reptile or 
amphibian is kept, must bear a warning about the dangerousness of the animal living there. 

(3) Where a tropical reptile or an amphibian is kept as a pet animal, the conditions provided 
must be as close as possible to the climatic conditions of its country of origin. 

(4) The design of  a terrarium must consider the activity, size, age, gender and number of 
animals kept there. 

(5) A terrarium must have a hiding place for an animal. Where several animals are kept in the 
same terrarium, they must be able to hide at the same time. 

(6) Air humidity, water temperature and quantity of a terrarium must suit the animal species 
kept there. Water shall be cleaned and changed according to necessity. 



(7) In a terrarium, the type and intensity of light as well as the duration of lighting must suit  
the animal species kept there. If necessary, a lighting and heating tool or equipment suitable 
for a reptile or an amphibian is used in a terrarium. This tool or equipment must be placed so 
that the animal cannot get hurt. 

§ 22. Terrarium for keeping a reptile and an amphibian living on trees  

A terrarium for keeping a reptile and an amphibian living on trees must have boughs, plants or 
other tools suitable for climbing, on which the animal can rest, if necessary. 

§ 23. Terrarium for keeping a swimming reptile and an amphibian living in 
water 

(1) A terrarium for keeping a swimming reptile and an amphibian living in water must have a 
water vessel of suitable size. The size of the vessel and the quantity of water must be suitable 
for the size and needs of the animal. The animal must be able to get into water from dry 
ground as easily and safely as possible. 

(2) Where several reptiles or amphibians are kept in the same terrarium, water and the dry 
ground must accommodate all the animals together at the same time. 

§ 24. Reptile and amphibian feeding and watering 

(1) Where several reptiles or amphibians are kept in the same terrarium, animals must not 
have any chance to hurt one another during feeding and watering. Snakes kept in the same 
terrarium shall be separated from one another during their feeding time. 

(2) A terrarium for a reptile or an amphibian using dripping water for drinking must have 
dripping water or water shall be sprinkled on the terrarium during the day according to need. 

Chapter 10.  

AQUARIUM FISH KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 

§ 25. Aquarium fish keeping 

(1) An aquarium must be equipped with a cover to keep fish from jumping out. 

(2) Where aquarium plants and other aquarium supplies do not provide sufficient shelter for 
fish, an aquarium must have a shelter for fish. 

(3) The quantity, quality, temperature and depth of water in an aquarium must be suitable for 
the species, size and number of fish kept there. Aquarium water must be changed or cleaned 
often enough. 

(4) Dead fish shall be removed from aquarium immediately after finding. 

(5) Aquarium furnishings and bottom material must be suitable for the fish species kept there. 



(6) Where fish groups, shoals and species are combined or a new fish is brought to the group, 
the accordance among fish species and the natural behaviour of different fish species must be 
considered. 

Chapter 11.  

INVERTEBRATE KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 

§ 26. Invertebrate keeping 

(1) Invertebrates are kept in a terrarium, the closure of which with a lock or other suitable tool 
must be possible, in order to  prevent animal escape. 

(2) A terrarium where a venomous or otherwise dangerous to human beings invertebrate is 
kept, must bear a warning about the dangerousness of the animal living there. 

 (3) In a terrarium, an invertebrate must be able to hide, if necessary. 

(4) A terrarium for a climbing invertebrate must be equipped with adequate climbing 
equipment. 

(5) Lighting, warmth and environmental conditions of a terrarium must suit the invertebrate 
species. A terrarium must have heating equipment, if necessary. 

Chapter 12.  

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

§ 27. Entry into force 

This Regulation enters into force on 1 January 2009. 

 

 


