
 
 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR BEING GRANTED SUPPORT FOR ORGANIC 

PRODUCTION, PROCEDURE FOR APPLYING FOR SUPPORT AND FOR 

APPLICATION PROCESSING  

 

Regulation No 44 of the Minister of Agriculture, 8 April 2010 

 

This Regulation is established pursuant to § 58 (5) and § 59 (5, 6) of the European Union 

Common Agricultural Policy Implementation Act, Articles 27 (11), 44 and 45 (1–3) of  

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1974/2006 laying down detailed rules for the application of 

Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 on support for rural development by the European 

Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) (OJ L 368, 23.12.2006, pp. 15–73), 

Articles 4 (1) and 18 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1975/2006 laying down detailed 

rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005, as regards the 

implementation of control procedures as well as cross-compliance in respect of rural 

development support measures (OJ L 368, 23.12.2006, pp. 74–84) and in conformity with 

Estonian Rural Development Plan 2007–2013 (hereinafter development plan) approved under 

Article 18 (4) of  Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 on support for rural development by 

the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) (OJ L 277, 21.10.2005, pp. 

1–40). 

Chapter 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

§ 1. Scope of application 

This Act provides detailed requirements for being granted  support for organic production 

(hereinafter support), detailed procedure for applying for support and application processing, 

support rate, procedure for the  reduction of support, bases and procedure for grant of support 

and for the transfer, takeover, extension, reduction and replacement of commitment and for 

the payment of support. 

 

§ 2. Support rate 

(1) Support rate with regard to one hectare of agricultural land used for plant production 

conforming to the requirements provided for in the Organic Farming Act (hereinafter 



organic), of which the data have been entered into the agricultural support and 

agricultural parcels register is the following: 

1) per one hectare of grassland (except up to two years old grassland and hayseed field in 

crop rotation), per each hectare of which an agricultural holding (hereinafter holding) 

keeps at least 0,2 LU of grazing organically kept animals – 1200 kroons a year; 

2) per one hectare of agricultural land used for growing cereals, legume crops, 

oleaginous plants and fibre crops, potatoes and fodder root and of black fallow and up 

to two years old grassland and hayseed field in crop rotation – 1865 kroons a year; 

3) per one hectare of agricultural land used for growing open field vegetables, fruit crops 

and berries and medicinal herbs and aromatic herbs – 5470 kroons a year. 

(2) Support rate per one LU of grazing animals, of which the data have been entered into 

the register of organic farming after the spot checks made by the Agricultural Board 

(hereinafter AB) is 500 kroons. 

(3) Support rate with regard to the average number of poultry, pigs, rabbits or colonies 

organically kept in the holding during the calendar year preceding the  year of 

application submission is the following: 

1) 100 kroons per one bird, if on an average at least 50 birds of one of the following 

poultry types – turkey, goose, duck, chicken for fattening or layer  older than six 

months of age – were kept in the holding during the calendar year preceding the  year 

of application submission; 

2) 3300 kroons per one sow or boar and 2000 kroons per one fattening pig or young pig 

of at least two months of age, if on an average  the number of pigs corresponding to at 

least 2 LU were kept in the holding during the calendar year preceding the  year of 

application submission; 

3) 100 kroons per one rabbit, if at least 50 rabbits older than four months of age were 

kept in the holding during the calendar year preceding the  year of application 

submission; 

4) 500 kroons per one colony, if on an average there were at least five colonies in the 

holding in the  calendar year preceding the  year of application submission. 

(4) Units of the grazing animals and pigs referred to in subsections 1–3 are calculated on 

the basis of the following coefficients: 

1) a dairy cow         1,2; 

2) a bovine animal over 24 months of age, incl. a suckler cow   1,0; 

3) a bovine animal of 6–24 months of age     0,6; 



4) a bovine animal of up to 6 months of age     0,2; 

5) a goat or a sheep of at least 6 months of age; a goat or an ewe with kids 0,15; 

6) a horse          0,2; 

7) a sow (incl. with piglets) or a boar      0,33; 

8) a fattening pig or a young pig of at least two months of age   0,2. 

(5) For being granted support for environmentally friendly management under the 

development plan, on a 5-meter strip of grassland (hereinafter strip of grassland), 

covered with diverse flora including the mixture of perennial grasses and other 

flowering grasses, entered into the agricultural support and agricultural parcels register 

and located on the edge of eligible land of a holding bordering an adequate public 

road, support rate is similar to the support rate per one hectare of agricultural land 

used for growing the crop adjacent to the strip of grassland. 

(6)  In case of grassland referred to in subsection 1 (1, 2), in the calculation of the age of 

grasslands, the year of grass plants sowing, incl. the year of undersowing, shall be 

deemed to be 0-year. 

(7) On grassland referred to in subsection 1 (1), the applicant applying for support with 

regard to the colony referred to in subsection 3 (4) and having up to 0,1 hectares of 

grassland referred to in subsection 1 (1) per one colony, does not have to keep 

organically kept grazing animals.   

 

Chapter 2 

REQUIREMENTS FOR BEING GRANTED SUPPORT AND APPLYING FOR 

SUPPORT 

 

§ 3. Requirements for being granted support 

(1) Support may be applied for by a self-employed person or a legal person engaged in 

agriculture (hereinafter applicant), who applies for support with regard to at least 1,00 

hectares of agricultural land used for organic plant production, conforming to the 

requirements provided for in § 14 (2) of the European Union Common Agricultural 

Policy Implementation Act. 

(2) Under this Regulation, applicant for support for environmentally friendly management 

under the development plan may apply for support with regard to the strip of grassland 

provided for in § 2 (5). 



(3) Applicant commits to be according to the requirements of this Regulation engaged in  

organic plant production and animal husbandry (hereinafter organic agricultural 

production) on the land and its area indicated in application in the year of taking the 

commitment or determined by verification of application (hereinafter initial 

commitment) from the calendar year of the first submission of application within five 

successive calendar years (hereinafter commitment period). If the area of land 

determined by verification is bigger than the area with regard to which support is 

applied for, this land is deemed to be the land covered by commitment and the area 

with regard to which support is applied for is deemed to be the area of land. 

(4) List of medicinal herbs and aromatic herbs grown on the land with regard to which  

support may be applied for, has been given in Annex 1.   

(5) Where support is applied for the land used for growing fruit crops and berries in 

uniform rows, the minimum number of sets planted per hectare is the following: 

1) apple tree on vigorous rootstock – 270 sets per hectare; 

2) apple tree on semi-dwarfing and dwarf rootstock – 500 sets per hectare; 

3) plum, cherry, pear – 270 sets per hectare; 

4) sea buckthorn, aronia – 400 sets per hectare; 

5) currant, gooseberry – 800 sets per hectare; 

6)  raspberry – 3000 sets per hectare; 

7) strawberry – 20 000 sets per hectare. 

(6) According to § 58 (2) of the European Union Common Agricultural Policy 

Implementation Act, a person applying for support shall on the whole agricultural land 

and in the economic activity of the holding conform to the requirements of good 

agricultural and environmental condition provided for in the legal act established 

pursuant to § 23 (4) of the European Union Common Agricultural Policy 

Implementation Act and the statutory management requirements given in § 23 (3) of 

the same Act as well as minimum  requirements for fertiliser and plant protection 

product use provided for in Annex 1 to Regulation No 19 of the Minister of 

Agriculture, 8 March 2010, Requirements for support for the maintenance of semi-

natural habitats, detailed procedure of applying for support and of application 

processing in 2007–2013. 

 

§ 4. Baseline requirements 

     



(1) In case of first applying for support, applicant commits to conform on the 

whole agricultural land and in the economic activity of the holding within the 

commitment period  to the baseline requirements provided for in Article 39 (3) 

of Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 on support for rural development 

by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) (OJ L 

277, 21.10.2005, pp. 1–40): 

1) applicant shall enter the data concerning the operations carried out on the 

agricultural land of the holding into a field record kept under  § 26¹ (7) of the 

Water Act; 

2) the whole agricultural land of the holding shall be under an agricultural crop 

sown or planted by 15 June, using the agrotechnical measures in compliance 

with local standards and avoiding weed invasion, or  kept under black fallow 

from 15 June;  

3) grassland established before the year of application submission shall be mowed 

or grazed at least once before 31 July. By 31 July, the mown grass shall be 

gathered up or chopped. Maintenance of a grassland used as a pasture shall be 

ensured by grazing at appropriate stocking density, but in case of an 

insufficient result grassland shall be mowed once more. It must be possible to 

establish the performance of the above mentioned operations visually on the 

whole area indicated in application. Meeting the aforementioned baseline 

requirement, the specialties concerning a hayseed field, a grassland of up to 

two years of age used for green manures, strips of grassland and semi-natural 

habitats provided for in Regulation No 11 of the Minister of Agriculture, 17 

February 2010, Good agricultural and environmental condition, detailed 

procedure for the fulfilment of the commitment to maintain permanent pasture, 

bases and procedure for the transfer of the commitment to maintain permanent 

pasture and detailed procedure for the application of the measures  necessary 

for the maintenance of permanent pasture,  and the specialties concerning 

mowing of grasslands, animal grazing, removal of mowed grass and chopping 

in case of a natural object placed under protection according to § 10 and 11 of 

the Nature Conservation Act and natural grassland and agricultural land not 

applied for shall be considered;   

4) an individual protected natural object referred to in § 4 (1) of the Nature 

Conservation Act shall not be damaged or destructed; 



5) natural grassland and semi-natural habitat shall not be cultivated and it is not 

allowed to use fertilisers and plant protection products there; 

6) crowns of fruit trees and berry bushes shall be cut and areas under the tops of 

trees and spaces between rows shall be mowed or grazed once a year before 31 

July; 

7) an applicant or an employee of the applicant’s holding involved in organic 

production or a member of a self-employed person’s family shall by 1 

November of the year of taking the commitment participate in at least 12 

academic hours of training on organic production and by 1 June of the fifth 

year of commitment in at least 12 academic hours of in-service training on 

organic production, processing or marketing. The document certifying the 

participation in training or a copy thereof must be available for spot-checking 

in the holding. 

(2) An applicant or another person referred to in paragraph 1 (7) who during five 

years preceding the year of taking the commitment has within at least 12 

academic hours participated in training on organic production or in in-service 

training on organic production, processing or marketing referred to in 

paragraph 1 (7) or in training referred to in § 8 (6 or 7) of Regulation No 51 of 

the Minister of Agriculture, 20 April 2004, Detailed requirements for being 

granted agri-environmental support and detailed procedure for applying for 

support,  application processing and support payment, does not have to 

participate in the training referred to in paragraph 1 (7). 

 

§ 5. Requirements for organically managed agricultural land and for organic plant 

production and animal husbandry 

 

(1) A holding applying for support shall be approved pursuant to § 5 of the Organic 

Farming Act. 

(2) On the agricultural land of the holding covered by commitment, requirements for 

organic plant production and in case of organically kept animals requirements for 

organic animal husbandry shall be followed by applicant during the whole 

commitment period. 

 



§ 6. Requirements for application for support and deadline for the submission of 

application 

(1) For the continuation of organic plant production or organic animal husbandry, 

according to § 7 (6) of the Organic Farming Act, an applicant shall submit to the 

ARIB an application for the approval of the holding, in case of an approved holding, 

information on changes made in the holding pursuant to § 10 of the Organic Farming 

Act  or the information referred to in § 4 and 10 of Regulation No 25 of the Minister 

of Agriculture, 20 February 2009, Requirements for organic production.  

(2) Within 2–21 May, an applicant shall submit to the Agricultural Registers and 

Information Board  (hereinafter the ARIB) the following documents: 

1) application pursuant to the standard given in the legal act established under § 18 (3) of 

the European Union Common Agricultural Policy Implementation Act; 

2) list of fields given in Annex to the application referred to in point 1, including data on 

the whole agricultural land for the use of which applicant has right, and data on 

permanent pasture and the agricultural crops grown; 

3) map of the parcel, including the numbers and borders of the fields under agricultural 

crops and of permanent pasture listed in Annex to the application referred to in point 

1; 

4) where data on the agricultural land for the use of which applicant has right have not 

been entered in the agricultural support and agricultural parcels register, cadastral map 

or other maps, indicating the numbers, borders and cadastral codes of  the fields under 

agricultural crops and of permanent pasture listed in Annex to the application referred 

to in point 1; 

5) list pursuant to the standard given in Annex 2 on the average number of poultry, pigs, 

rabbits and colonies organically kept in the year preceding the year of application 

submission; 

6) confirmation of taking the commitment pursuant to the standard given in Annex 3 to 

Regulation No 19 of the Minister of Agriculture, 8 March 2010, Requirements for 

support for the maintenance of semi-natural habitats, detailed procedure of applying 

for support and of application processing in 2007–2013. 

 

(3) Where data on an applicant have not been entered in the agricultural support and 

agricultural parcels register, the applicant shall with application for support also 



submit an application referred to in § 90 (1) of the European Union Common 

Agricultural Policy Implementation Act for entry of data in the register. 

(4) In the years of commitment following the year of taking the commitment within the 

period of time provided for in paragraph 2, a beneficiary shall submit to the ARIB the 

documents listed in subparagraphs 1–5 of paragraph 2, in order to confirm the 

continuation of commitment. 

(5) Where an applicant or another person referred to in § 4 (1) (7) has within five years 

preceding the year of taking the commitment participated in trainings referred to in § 4 

(2), the applicant shall with application for support also submit to the ARIB a copy of 

the document proving participation in training. 

 

Chapter 3 

SUPERVISION OF APPLICANT AND APPLICATION 

 

§ 7. Verification of conformity of applicant and application  

 (1) The ARIB shall review the application and other submitted documents and verify 

the accuracy of information and the conformity of the applicant with support 

requirements according to Subsection I of Section I of  Commission Regulation (EC) 

No 1975/2006 of 7 December 2006 laying down detailed rules for the implementation 

of Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005, as regards the implementation of control 

procedures as well as cross-compliance in respect of rural development support 

measures (OJ L 368, 23.12.2006, pp. 74–84). 

 (2) The authorities indicated in § 25 of the European Union Common Agricultural 

Policy  Implementation Act shall check the conformity with the requirements 

specified in §3 (6) according to Subsection I of Section II of Commission Regulation 

(EC) No 1975/2006, including at least 1% of applicants for the support indicated in 

Article 36 (a) i–v) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 in spot-check. 

 (3) The ARIB shall verify conformity with the requirements provided for in § 4 

according to Subsection I of Section I of  Commission Regulation (EC) 

No 1975/2006. 



 (4) Conformity with the requirements provided for in § 5 shall be verified by the 

Agricultural Board who shall forward information about the severity, extent and 

permanence of the identified non-compliance to the ARIB: 

 (5) The Agricultural Board shall spot-check the conformity of the data referred to in § 

6 (2) (5) on the basis of the documents present in the holding and forward the relevant 

data to the ARIB. 

 (6) Where spot-checking is made in the presence of the applicant or its representative, 

they shall present field borders to the official making the spot-check, if necessary.  

 

Chapter 4 

REDUCTION OF THE SUPPORT APPLIED FOR, APPROVAL AND DENIAL OF 

APPLICATION 

§ 8. Reduction of the support applied for 

(1) Where the ARIB has found out during control that the actual area of land differs from 

the area with regard to which support was applied for and which was indicated in 

application, the ARIB shall decide upon the reduction of the support applied for 

according to Article 16 of  Commission Regulation (EC) No 1975/2006. 

(2) Where the authorities referred to in § 7 (2) have found out during control that within the 

year of commitment the applicant has violated the requirements specified in § 3 (6), or 

have made a precept to applicant for the rectification of the deficiencies indicated in § 3 

(6), or a judgement of conviction has been enforced with respect to applicant, the ARIB 

shall decide upon the reduction of the support applied for according to Articles 22–24 

of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1975/2006 and § 26 (1–3) and § 61 (2) of the 

European Union Common Agricultural Policy  Implementation Act. 

(3) Where during the control it has been found out that within the year of commitment the 

applicant has violated the requirements provided for in § 4 or where the Environmental 

Inspectorate has  made a precept to applicant for the rectification of the deficiencies 

indicated in § 4, or a judgement of conviction has been enforced with respect to 

applicant, the ARIB shall decide upon the reduction of the support applied for 

according to Article 18 (2) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1975/2006, considering 



the severity, extent and permanence of the non-compliance and reducing the support 

applied for by up to 5% per each violated requirement. 

(4) Where during controls the Agricultural Board has found out that within the year of 

commitment the applicant has violated the requirements provided for in § 5, the ARIB 

shall decide upon the reduction of the support applied for according to Article 18 (2) of 

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1975/2006, considering the severity, extent and 

permanence of the non-compliance and reducing the support applied for as follows: 

1) by 25%, if the applicant has violated the requirement for organic plant production; 

2) by up to 25% per one grazing animal unit, if the applicant has violated the requirement 

for organic livestock farming in case of grazing animals; 

3) by up to 25% per an average annual animal, poultry or colony, with regard to which 

support has been applied for, if  the applicant has violated the requirement for organic 

livestock farming in case of  poultry, pigs and rabbits or the requirement for organic 

beekeeping. 

(5) In case of repeated violation by an applicant of the requirement provided for in § 4, the 

ARIB shall decide upon the reduction of the support applied for according to Article 18 

(2) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1975/2006, considering the severity, extent and 

permanence of the non-compliance and reducing the support applied for by up to 15% 

per the repeatedly violated requirement. 

(6)  In case of repeated violation by an applicant of the requirement provided for in § 5, the 

ARIB shall decide upon the reduction of the support applied for according to Article 18 

(2) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1975/2006, considering the severity, extent and 

permanence of the non-compliance and reducing the support applied for by up to 50% 

per the repeatedly violated requirement. 

(7) Where the applicant does not submit all the data specified in § 6 (2) (2) 

concerning the agricultural land with respect ot which he has the right of use 

but does not apply for support, the ARIB shall decide upon the reduction of the 

support applied for according to Article 55 (1) of  Commission Regulation 

(EC) No 1122/2009 of 30 November 2009 laying down detailed rules for the 

implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 73/2009 as regards cross-

compliance, modulation and the integrated administration and control system, 



under the direct support schemes for farmers provided for that Regulation, as 

well as for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 as 

regards cross-compliance under the support scheme provided for the wine 

sector (OJ L 316, 2.12.2009, pp. 65–112). 

(8) Where the applicant submits an application after the filing date,  the ARIB shall decide 

upon the reduction of the support applied for according to Article 23 of  Commission 

Regulation (EC) No 1122/2009. 

(9) In case of the decision to reduce the support applied for, the ARIB shall apply Article 

73 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1122/2009. 

(10) Where in the course of spot-checking it has been found out that the average number of 

poultry, pigs, rabbits or colonies referred to in § 2 (3) and kept in the holding in the year 

preceding the year of application submission differs from the number indicated in the form 

given in Annex 2,  the ARIB shall apply Articles 63 (2, 3) and  75 of Commission 

Regulation (EC) No 1122/2009 in the calculation of support. 

(11) Where in applying for support an applicant has exceeded the maximum 

amount of agri-environmental support provided for in Article 36 (a) (iv) of 

Annex 1 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005, the ARIB shall reduce the 

support applied for by the sum exceeding the maximum amount of support. 

 

§ 9. Approval and denial of application 

(1) Considering the results of the controls specified in § 7 and the rate of support, the ARIB 

shall make the decision on the approval or denial of application by 1 February of the 

year following the year of application submission. 

(2) Where the sum to finance conforming applications exceeds the budget to finance the 

activity determined for the year of commitment, the ARIB shall proportionately reduce  

the rate of support specified in § 2 (1–3) under § 61 (3) of the European Union 

Common Agricultural Policy  Implementation Act. 

(3) The ARIB shall make the decision on the denial of application according to Article 16, 

Article 18 (3) and Article 23 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1975/2006 and in the 



cases specified in § 62 (2) (1, 4–6) of the European Union Common Agricultural Policy  

Implementation Act. 

Chapter 5 

TRANSFER, TAKEOVER, EXTENSION,  REDUCTION AND REPLACEMENT 

OF COMMITMENT 

§ 10. Transfer and takeover of commitment 

(1) Where all or part of commitment of a beneficiary is transferred to another 

person, Article 44 (1) of  Commission Regulation (EC) No 1974/2006, 

laying down detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) 

No 1698/2005 on support for rural development by the European 

Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) (OJ L 368, 

23.12.2006, pp. 15–73) shall apply. 

(2) An applicant is not allowed to transfer or take over the commitment in 

the year of taking the commitment, except in cases of force majeure or 

exceptional circumstances provided for in Article 47 (1) of Commission 

Regulation (EC) No 1974/2006. 

(3) In case of taking over the commitment, the commitment taken over and 

the initial commitment specified in § 3 (3) shall be deemed to be one 

commitment, of which the term is calculated according to the shorter-

term commitment. Where the commitment is taken over by a person who 

did not have any commitment earlier, the term of the commitment taken 

over shall be deemed to be the term of the period of commitment. 

(4) Where within the five years preceding the year of taking over the commitment  

the person taking over the commitment or another person referred to in § 4 (1) 

(7) has not participated in at least 12 hours of training on organic production 

referred to in § 4 (1) (7), in in-service training on organic production, 

processing or marketing or in training referred to in § 8 (6 or 7) of Regulation 

No 51 of the Minister of Agriculture, 20 April 2004, Detailed requirements for 

being granted agri-environmental support and detailed procedure for applying 

for support,  application processing and support payment, the person taking 

over the commitment or another person referred to in § 4 (1) (7) shall by 1 



November of the year of taking over the commitment have participated in 

training on organic production referred to in § 4 (1) (7). If the commitment is 

taken over in the last year of commitment, the person taking over the 

commitment or another person referred to in § 4 (1) (7) shall not have to 

participate in relevant trainings.  

 

§ 11. Extension of commitment 

(1) Where according to Article 45 (1–3) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 

1974/2006 a beneficiary extends the area of the land covered by commitment 

referred to in § 3 (3) by up to 30% or 2 ha in place of the land with respect of 

which organic production commitment has not been taken, the term of initial 

commitment shall be deemed to be the term of the period of commitment. 

(2) Where the area covered by commitment is extended by a beneficiary beyond 

the rate specified in subparagraph 1, the whole land shall be covered by a new 

commitment of five years. 

(3) In case of transfer and takeover of commitment, the persons transferring and 

taking over the commitment have the right to extend the area of the land 

covered by commitment only in place of the initial commitment referred to in  

§ 3 (3).  

(4) Takeover of commitment under § 10 or replacement of commitment under § 

13 by the commitment specified in the Regulation shall not be deemed to be 

the extension of commitment. 

 

§ 12. Reduction of commitment 

(1) According to Article 44 (3) of  Commission Regulation (EC) No 1974/2006, a 

beneficiary may reduce the area of land covered by initial commitment referred to in § 

3 (3) by up to 30%. 

(2) In case of transfer and takeover of commitment, the person transferring the 

commitment and the person taking the commitment over have the right to reduce the 

area of the land covered by commitment only with regard to the initial commitment 

referred to in § 3 (3). 

(3) Transfer of commitment under § 10 or replacement of commitment under § 13 with 

the commitment specified in the Regulation shall not be deemed to be reduction of 

commitment. 



§ 13. Replacement of commitment 

(1) A beneficiary of agri-environmental support for organic production under Estonian 

Rural Development Plan 2004–2006 may fully replace the existing commitment by the 

commitment of organic production. The new commitment with the term of five years 

shall replace the former commitment. 

(2)  A beneficiary of agri-environmental support for environmentally friendly 

management as main activity or main and additional activity under the development 

plan may fully replace the existing commitment by the commitment of organic 

production. The new commitment with the term of five years shall replace the former 

commitment. 

(3)  A beneficiary of the support for animal grazing (hereinafter support for animal 

grazing) under the development plan may fully replace the existing commitment by 

the commitment of organic production, if the animals conforming to the requirements 

for the support for animal grazing are entered into the organic farming register as 

organically kept animals. 

(4) In case of the replacement of the commitment referred to in subparagraph 3, an 

applicant shall at least up to the end of the initial period of grazing commitment keep 

the  number of grazing animals corresponding to at least two units calculated 

according to the requirements for the support for animal grazing and entered into the 

organic farming register as organically kept animals. During the above mentioned 

period, the applicant cannot take another animal grazing commitment. 

(5) Where the animal grazing commitment is replaced by a person with a valid organic 

farming commitment, the term of shorter commitment shall be deemed to be the term 

of the period of commitment.  

(6) Where the animal grazing commitment is replaced by a person without any valid 

organic farming commitment, the new commitment with the term of five years shall 

replace the former commitment.  

 

§ 14. Notification of changes 

(1) A beneficiary shall notify the ARIB of the extension of commitment during the term 

provided for in § 6 (2), submitting the documents referred to in § 6 (4). 

(2) A beneficiary shall notify the ARIB of the reduction of commitment during the term 

provided for in § 6 (2), submitting the documents referred to in § 6 (4). 



(3) A transferrer of the commitment shall notify the ARIB of the transfer of the 

commitment during the term provided for in § 6 (2), submitting information on the 

transfer-takeover of the commitment according to the form given in Annex 4 to  

Regulation No 19 of the Minister of Agriculture, 8 March 2010, Requirements for 

support for the maintenance of semi-natural habitats, detailed procedure of applying 

for support and of application processing in 2007–2013. The person taking over the 

commitment shall during the same period of time submit to the ARIB the documents 

referred to in  § 6 (4) on the commitment taken over. 

(4)  A beneficiary shall notify the ARIB of the replacement of commitment during the 

term provided for in § 6 (2), submitting the documents referred to in § 6 (4) and 

information on the replacement of commitment, indicating, which commitment of 

which holding or its part was replaced by organic production commitment. 

 

Chapter 6 

PAYMENT OF SUPPORT 

 

§ 15. Payment of support 

 (1) According to Article 11 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1290/2005 of 

21 June 2005 on the financing of the common agricultural policy and on the 

basis of the decision referred to in § 9 (1), the ARIB shall pay the support to 

applicant’s bank account by 30 June of the year following the year of 

application submission. 

 (2) The support shall not be paid in the cases specified in the second sentence of § 62 (5) of 

the European Union Common Agricultural Policy Implementation Act. 

§ 16. Expiry of commitment and non-recovery of support 

(1) According to Article 44 (3) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1974/2006, the support 

paid in last years shall not be recovered with respect to the area where the area of land 

covered by initial commitment referred to in § 3 (3) is reduced by less than 30% by the 

beneficiary. 

(2) The support paid in last years shall not be recovered, if the beneficiary has fulfilled the 

taken commitment during at least three successive years of commitment and terminates 



agricultural activity according to Article 44 (2) (a) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 

1974/2006.  

 

Chapter 7 

IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS 

(1) In case of commitment taken in 2009, the first year of commitment of the period of 

commitment referred to in § 3 (3) shall be from 21 May until 31 December 2009 and 

the fifth year of commitment shall be from 1 January 2013 until 20 May 2014. 

(2) Since 1 January 2011, medicinal herbs and aromatic herbs specified in points 33 and 

104 of Annex 1 shall be deemed to be oil crops. 

(3) Regulation No 44 of the Minister of Agriculture, 2 April 2009, Terms and conditions  

for being granted support for organic production , procedure for applying for support 

and for application processing ( RTL 2009, 33, 427; 96, 1421) shall be repealed. 

 

Minister Helir-Valdor Seeder 

Secretary General Ants Noot 

 

Annexes to the Regulation have been published in electronic Riigi Teataja. Basis: § 4 (2) of 

the Riigi Teataja Act  and Resolution No 17-1/10-01180 of the Secretary of State, 9 April 

2010. 
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