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Regulation No 1 of the Government of the Republic of 6 January 2011 

National curriculum for basic schools 

Appendix 1 

(in the wording of regulation No 18 of the Government of 

the Republic of 23 February 2023) 

 

Subject field: Language and literature 

 

1. General Principles 

1.1. Field-related competencies 

The purpose of teaching language and literature subjects in basic school is to foster age-

appropriate linguistic and literary competencies in students. This involves developing their 

ability to recognise language and literature as the foundation of national, state and individual 

identity, as well as to comprehend various literary works and their significance in the cultural 

history of Estonia and the world. Linguistic and literary competence includes the knowledge 

and skills to develop linguistically and culturally aware individuals who behave appropriately 

in verbal and social contexts in both oral and written communication. 

The aim of teaching language and literature is that by the end of basic school, students have 

acquired the following field-related competencies: 

1) respect language as a bearer and mediator of culture, value it as a means of public 

communication, value Estonian literature and folklore, and linguistic and cultural diversity; 

2) develop language awareness, take into account cultural patterns of language use and 

communication, recognise language skills as the basis for learning skills and as an important 

part of their identity; 

3) read, present, and write texts of different types and genres, analyse the language use, 

structure, and form of texts, and express oneself clearly and appropriately both orally and in 

writing; 

4) find, critically evaluate and use information from different sources and in different 

environments, respect intellectual property; 

5) understand the artistic values of fiction, analyse and interpret the structure, expression and 

content of texts of different types and genres; 

6) develop a reading habit, value reading, develop aesthetic attitudes and ethical convictions 

based on reading, enrich their thoughts and feelings and improve their knowledge of 

languages and cultures. 

 

1.2. Estimated volume of subjects in the subject field 

The compulsory subjects in the subject field are Estonian/Russian language, literature and 

Estonian as a second language. Estonian/Russian language is studied from grades 1 to 9 and 

literature from grades 5 to 9. The number of lessons per week in subjects in the subject field 

by school stage is as follows: 

Subject Stage I Stage II Stage III 

Estonian language 19 11 6 

Russian language 

(in a class where the 

language of 

instruction is 

Russian) 

13 8 3 

Literature  4 6 

Estonian as a second 12 15 15 
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language 

The distribution of weekly lessons of subjects in the subject field within the school stages and 

the teaching content by grades is determined in the school curriculum, taking into account that 

the learning outcomes and knowledge, skills and attitudes of Estonian/Russian and literature 

must be acquired by the end of the school stages. 

The number of Estonian lessons differs from the number of Russian lessons, as Estonian is 

taught as a second language in schools where the language of instruction is Russian (or any 

other language) from the first grade. The learning outcomes have been determined taking into 

account the fact that, based on the school’s language of instruction, Estonian/Russian is 

spoken in other lessons in addition to language lessons. The Estonian/Russian language 

syllabus is designed to achieve the learning outcomes with 9–11 weekly lessons in the second 

school stage and with 6 weekly lessons in the third school stage. For the literature syllabus, 

the learning outcomes are to be achieved with 4–6 weekly lessons in the second school stage 

and with 3–6 weekly lessons in the third school stage. 

The ‘Estonian as a second language’ syllabus is taught in a class with another language of 

instruction or, in exceptional cases, based on an individual curriculum up to the level at which 

the student can study fully based on the Estonian syllabus. 

 

1.3. Description of the Subject Field and Integration within the Subject Field 

Teaching language and literature in basic school is aimed at the students learning, knowing 

and mastering natural language, which is the vehicle of thoughts and emotions, the bearer of 

cultural, national and personal identity, and the foundation of national culture. Language skills 

in speaking and writing are the basis of a person’s intellectual and cognitive capabilities, 

intellectual development and socialisation. Proficiency in the Estonian language in Estonia is 

an educational necessity and a prerequisite for successful and sustainable learning in all 

subjects. The aim of Russian language proficiency in classes where the language of 

instruction is Russian is to maintain a link with the cultural heritage of the students’ mother 

tongue. 

With the subjects in the subject field, students acquire language and literary knowledge and 

develop reading, writing and communication skills to become knowledgeable, active and 

responsible readers, writers and communicators by the end of basic school. Subjects in the 

subject field support the development of linguistic and literacy skills and identity and social 

and cultural development. The students are able to communicate, learn and act in a motivated 

and informed manner, taking into account ethical norms, circumstances and their partners. 

1. In grades 1–4, the Estonian/Russian language lessons develop all subskills of learning 

languages, primarily communication, reading, text creation and spelling skills through 

reading, narrating and writing different types of texts, including fiction. In grade 5 onwards, 

Estonian/Russian language and literature become separate subjects, linked by a text-centred 

and genre-oriented approach and a varied and balanced development of all language learning 

skills. 

The study of Estonian as a second language is based on the Common European Framework of 

Reference for Languages and its appendices and the language proficiency levels set out 

therein. The aim is to enable students to cope in an Estonian-speaking society, including the 

ability to continue their studies and enter the labour market. 

Text-centred learning of language and literature, involving a variety of texts and text-related 

activities, forms the basis for integration within the subject field. Studying through texts 

enriches students’ textual experience and develops a sense of genre and context. The range of 

texts used in language learning is expected to include a variety of authentic socially relevant 

text types and genres, both oral and written, reflecting practices and situations related to 

communication. The ability to understand and create texts is developed through integrated 

teaching of subjects and texts which is linked to the teaching of orthology, grammar and 
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vocabulary. 

Literary education encourages students’ interest in literature, develops their reading skills, 

intellect, emotions, ethical beliefs and aesthetic attitudes, viewing the poetics and imagery of 

the spoken word and developing their skills of expression, both spoken and written. The 

reading and study of literary texts aims to broaden the students’ cultural experience, enrich 

their linguistic understanding, provide inspiration and support personal development. 

Audiovisual forms of expression (images, film, video, etc) are integrated into language and 

literature teaching. 

 

1.4. Opportunities for cross-disciplinary integration to support the formation of general 

competencies and to address leading topics of the curriculum 

Language and literature subjects are integrated with all other subjects and support the 

achievement of competencies in other subject fields. Language skills are a prerequisite for 

success in all subjects and coping in both personal and public life. In turn, subjects in all fields 

develop the basic competencies of language use: knowledge and use of vocabulary, 

comprehension and reading of texts, and oral and written communication skills. Cross-

disciplinary integration means that in all subjects, textual activities, ie different types of texts, 

must be addressed and attention must be paid to the correct application of orthographic and 

grammatical rules to achieve literacy in the subjects. Students’ functional and critical literacy 

develops not only through learning Estonian/Russian, but through learning all subjects, which 

requires continuous co-operation between subject teachers. One specific part of teaching 

language and literature is raising students’ linguistic awareness, ie providing knowledge of the 

language that ensures effective communication skills, an understanding of the variation of 

language from genre to genre, and that grammar is a means of creating meaning. 

The study of subjects in the field of language and literature contributes to the shaping and 

development of all general competencies and leading topics described in the national 

curriculum. Systematic and consistent co-operation between subject teachers throughout the 

students’ length of study is essential, but other support networks, including home support and 

parental responsibility, also play an important role. General competencies are acquired by 

gathering and critically evaluating information from a variety of sources, reading, discussing 

and debating different types of texts and functionally composing and writing different types of 

texts. General competencies are developed through a variety of collaborative activities, 

learning methods and environments, including digital tools, online and e-learning 

environments, analysing and solving real-life problems and conflicts of values, and taking into 

account the students’ individuality and talents. 

The achievement of general competencies is supported by the cross-disciplinary integration of 

subjects with subjects in other fields and by the meaningful handling of leading topics. 

The leading topics of the curriculum support the students’ capability to apply their knowledge 

in different situations, develop values, attitudes and perceptions, and enable them to create an 

idea of the development of society as a whole. The leading topics of the curriculum, which are 

of importance to society and span across different subjects, serve as a way to integrate general 

competencies with competencies in related fields, subjects and subject fields. These should be 

considered when designing the content and learning outcomes of language and literature 

lessons, as well as when preparing the school curriculum and shaping the school environment. 

Addressing leading topics is supported by project- and problem-based learning, research and 

creative activities, reading, writing and communication tasks, and a wide range of information 

and digital literacy skills. 

The possibilities for integration within and across the fields, the development of all general 

competencies and possibilities for addressing leading topics are described in the general part 

of the school curriculum and their implementation is specified in the subject field syllabus. 

 

1.5. Planning and organising learning activities 
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Planning and organising learning activities in the field: 

1) follow the fundamental curricular values, general competencies, competencies in the 

related field, the knowledge, skills and attitudes to be acquired by the end of the school stage, 

the learning outcomes and the teaching content of the school curriculum, the learning and 

teaching priorities of the school stages, and integration with other subjects and leading topics; 

2) take into account modern approaches to didactics and developments in the subject field, 

local peculiarities and changes in society; 

3) support integration within, between and across subjects and with leading topics of the 

curriculum, developing students’ knowledge, skills and attitudes; 

4) make use of varied and combined learning methods and learning activities that encourage 

activity, creativity, collaboration and feedback, shape learning habits and skills; 

5) take into account students’ prior knowledge, interests, individual characteristics and 

abilities, using differentiated content and appropriately challenging tasks with a content and 

level of difficulty that support an individualised and meaningful approach to learning, respond 

to learning difficulties and provide learning support; 

6) aim for a moderate and evenly distributed study load that encourages motivation and leaves 

time for rest and hobby activities; 

7) address real-life phenomena and situations in a problem- and experience-based manner, 

linking skills to everyday life and further learning; 

8) read and address different types and kinds of texts based on the principles of age and 

accessibility, choice and relevance to interests, and with a view to building a common 

identity; 

9) develop students’ linguistic awareness, mastery of metalanguage, communication and 

expression skills, and the ability to use language resources and sources in an informed 

manner; 

10) use digital technologies, environments and materials and develop skills of information, 

media and digital literacy; 

11) develop open and creative skills of analysis, interpretation and understanding of literary 

texts of different types and genres and knowledge of literary poetics; 

12) address text creation and presentation, and creative writing, also utilising digital tools and 

online environments. 

 

1.6. Assessment 

The objective of assessing learning outcomes in language and literature subjects is to receive 

an overview of the level of attainment of learning outcomes and individual development of 

students and to use this information for more productive planning of studies, shaping 

independent learners. The achievement of learning outcomes that are in line with the learning 

content and activities and are consistent with subject-specific knowledge, skills and attitudes 

is assessed. In assessing attitudes (eg understands, shapes, prioritises, values), the student is 

given guidance and support through verbal assessments. 

Assessment is used both during the learning process and at the end of a major topic. 

Diagnostic, formative and summative assessments in the form of both verbal assessment and 

numerical grades are used for this. Diagnostic assessment identifies students’ prior knowledge 

and skills, misconceptions related to a subject and specific learning difficulties in order to 

plan subsequent learning and teaching. 

Formative assessment is used in the learning process where students receive oral and written 

feedback on their level of achievement and on their strengths and development opportunities. 

Summative assessment is usually carried out at the end of a period of study or at the end of a 

major subject to check both the achievement of the learning objectives and the learning 

outcomes set out in the national curriculum. The summative grade may be the result of an 

assessment during the period of study, bearing in mind that grades may be weighted 

differently depending on the volume of work. 
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From the first school stage onwards, students are involved in the assessment process, both in 

the assessment of their own work and in providing feedback to their peers. The student knows 

at the beginning of the learning process what will be assessed, when it will be assessed, what 

assessment tools will be used and what the assessment criteria will be. In the learning process, 

students are guided to analyse and reflect on their own learning and the achievement of the 

objectives set. 

In the study of Estonian/Russian language in the first school stage, students are assessed on 1) 

oral language use, ie speaking and listening, 2) reading, ie reading technique, presentation, 

analysis and comprehension of literary and other texts, 3) writing, ie writing technique, 

spelling and text creation. In the study of Estonian/Russian in the second and third school 

stage, students are assessed on 1) oral and written communication, 2) reception of texts, ie 

analysis and comprehension, 3) text creation, ie writing different types and kinds of texts, 4) 

language knowledge, ie application of the principles of orthography and language planning 

and awareness of language choices. In teaching language, greater emphasis is placed on the 

assessment of different types of written texts, as written language is the main indicator of 

language proficiency. Grammatical correctness and linguistic choices are generally assessed 

as part of text creation, in the context of the specific features of the text and the purpose of the 

writing. 

In Estonian/Russian, mainly different types and kinds of written texts are assessed. In the first 

school stage, assessment involves narrative texts, such as oral and written retelling, written 

narrative based on a picture, series of pictures or another text and stories about the students’ 

own lives. In the second school stage, narrative, descriptive and discursive texts are assessed, 

including written narrative based on a source text, narrative essays and reviews. Assessment 

of informative texts involves descriptions, characterisations, summaries, short cultural studies, 

presentations and essays based on them as well as writing an email. In the third school stage, 

assessment will also involve discursive essays, their structure, the relevance of the text to the 

topic, relevant examples, the ability to compare, make connections and draw conclusions, and 

the expression of personal opinions supported by reasoned arguments.  

In the third school stage, students are assessed on reviews and short cultural studies written 

for a specific purpose using informative texts, presentations and reports based on them and 

genres of public communication such as statements. In addition, the students are assessed on 

their ability to write the most common media genres. 

Texts are assessed based on assessment criteria that take into account the characteristics of the 

text genre and the linguistic development of the student. The assessment criteria concern the 

content and structure of the texts, contextual sentence structure and wording, spelling and 

formatting. 

The learning outcomes of literature are assessed separately from the learning outcomes of 

Estonian/Russian starting from grade 5. In the second and third school stages, the study of 

literature is assessed through 1) reading and presentation of complete works and extracts, 2) 

narration and presentation of texts, 3) analysis, interpretation and comprehension of literary 

texts, 4) original work, 5) literary knowledge (eg knowledge of literary concepts and context). 

Diverse forms of testing and assessment of learning outcomes in Estonian/Russian and 

literature should be used. These should include oral and written activities, tasks with a single 

purpose and multiple purposes such as individual, pair and group work, applied tests and 

exercises, subject-related tests, analysis and interpretation tasks, reading diaries and compiling 

a portfolio. A wide range of skill-building performance tasks such as writing poetry, prose, 

drama, writing a discursive essay, research or practical text, designing and implementing a 

project, creating and delivering a presentation, public speaking, etc can also be assessed. 

Preference should be given to questions of analysis and interpretation that stimulate 

discussion and reflection on the values and the message of a text, over reading tests that are 

limited to factual questions about the content. 

In assessing literature, it is not always possible to define a precise standard of knowledge and 
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skills (eg in creative work and text interpretation), so the assessment scale is relatively 

flexible. In assessing original work, the originality of the idea and execution, independence, 

generalisability or a new perspective may be recognised. Discussions (eg discursive essays) 

are assessed on the relevance, coherence and persuasiveness of opinions and positions. The 

student’s views on society and the world are given verbal descriptive feedback. In all written 

assignments, the subject teacher notes language mistakes, but the assessment considers the 

performance values according to the objective of the assignment and the agreed assessment 

criteria. 

In Estonian as a second language, the learning outcomes are assessed based on the descriptors 

for the corresponding proficiency level of the Common European Framework of Reference 

for Languages. In the study of Estonian as a second language, language errors are treated as a 

natural part of learning and are corrected and considered in the assessment according to the 

purpose of the learning activity. 

Assessment in the field of language and literature is conducted based on the applicable 

sections of the general part of the national curriculum for basic schools. The assessment’s 

requirements and structure, which include the use of non-numerical evaluations and 

consideration of knowledge obtained elsewhere, are outlined in the school curriculum. 

 

1.7. Learning environment 

In co-operation with subject teachers, the school organises the teaching of language and 

literature subjects: 

1) in a manner which creates a mutually respectful, caring, supportive and safe learning 

environment that is free of bullying and violence, based on trusting relationships, friendliness 

and goodwill, where students’ efforts and learning are recognised and acknowledged; 

2) in a room that enables the use of digital technologies, environments and materials and the 

development of skills in information, media and digital literacy; 

3) in a room where furniture can be rearranged for activities that require movement (eg group 

work, educational games, drama exercises); 

4) learning Estonian as a second language in groups of up to 15 students; 

5) outside the classroom to implement forms of learning (eg project-based learning, outdoor 

learning, and travel study) and activities (eg field trips to a theatre, museum, library, meetings 

with writers and translators, participation in competitions and contests, thematic days and 

weeks) that support and diversify learning.  

The key components of competencies – knowledge, skills and attitudes – are shaped by the 

teacher, who creates the right learning environment and supports value education, and by the 

school, which promotes a distinctive school culture through rules, values, rituals, symbols and 

stories. 

 

2. Syllabuses 

2.1. Estonian language 

2.1.1. Description of the subject 

Estonian language proficiency is both the objective of the subject and the basis for acquisition 

of the objectives of the curriculum. Speaking and writing Estonian is not only the basis of a 

person’s identity and their ability to think and feel, but also a prerequisite for sustainable and 

independent learning throughout their entire life. If students understand the importance of 

Estonian as a means of social communication and as a bearer of national culture, they will 

become fully fledged members of society and be able to express themselves clearly and 

fluently in different situations, understand different texts, argue, and create meaningful texts. 

Basic school lays the foundation for students’ social literacy, ie the skill to use language in a 

knowledgeable and critical manner for personal, public, educational and employment 

purposes. Students develop knowledge and skills that cover language, its variants and texts of 

different kinds and types and enable them to be successful in oral and written communication, 
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to receive and create texts. The ultimate goal of language teaching is to help students become 

independent receivers and creators of texts who have mastered the modern Estonian written 

language. 

In grades 1 to 4, Estonian language is a subject which is integrated with literature, addressing 

the objectives of both language and literary studies. In the first school stage, students read at 

least ten, and in grade 4 at least four complete works of Estonian or world children’s 

literature. Starting from grade 5, language and literature are separate, but strongly integrated 

subjects, designed to develop purposeful reading, oral language and writing skills. 

In the first school stage, the focus is on developing students’ knowledge and skills in both 

oral and written language. Listening, comprehension of what was heard and speaking are 

closely linked to the development of reading and writing skills. The development of primary 

writing skills determines the effectiveness of further written self-expression. Oral language 

use includes both self-expression in everyday situations as well as understanding and 

communicating oral texts appropriate to a certain age. 

Teaching reading develops technical reading fluency and the ability to work purposefully with 

the text read, following appropriate instructions. The teaching of writing refines the writing 

technique, develops grammar skills within the linguistic forms learnt and develops the ability 

to express oneself creatively and purposefully. Legible handwriting is the basis for written 

self-expression which others can also understand. In the first school stage, it is important to 

achieve purposeful writing skills, as well as the ability to express one’s ideas in writing. On 

the recommendation of the teacher, the student selects full-length works of fiction from both 

Estonian and international authors, developing the student’s ability to introduce the work, 

retell it and discuss it relying on questions. It is important to develop reading habits, foster a 

positive reading experience and offer pleasure from reading. 

In the second and third school stage, students’ knowledge and skills are developed in four 

study fields: oral and written communication, text reception, text creation and language 

awareness. Here, too, the teaching of Estonian focuses on (complete) texts and extracts or text 

corpora and the related textual activities. Language competence is ensured by a choice of texts 

that is as varied but authentic and adequate as possible, which allows the acquisition of 

linguistic knowledge and the formation of attitudes. 

Communication skills develop the ability to use multimodal communication channels and 

environments (including the online environment), to consider the purpose, partner and 

situation, to communicate information and to express opinions and judgements. Attention is 

also paid to online safety. Communication skills are developed through informative 

presentations (eg book presentations), both individually and in co-operation. 

Text reception develops the ability to locate and select texts, purposefully read and listen, 

apply a range of reading and listening skills and to deepen the ability to understand and 

respond to texts. Critical reading skills are developed and different consumer texts are 

analysed. Addressing texts that are relevant to everyday life and meaningful, both academic 

and non-academic, will be integrated with the teaching of the structural features of texts, 

vocabulary, grammar, and spelling in order to develop students’ natural language awareness. 

Teaching text creation seeks to develop versatile and purposeful self-expression skills so that 

students perceive a situation and the addressee and are able to express and communicate their 

ideas with sufficient precision and in a form specific to the text type. In addition to narrative, 

descriptive and discursive texts, writing involves a wide range of texts, from non-fiction to 

fiction. In text creation, the focus is on the writing process, with the student following the 

stages of writing from preparation to formatting, and giving finishing touches. 

Teaching language awareness broadens language knowledge, provides the principles of 

grammatical correctness and develops an attitude that values the Estonian language. The 

lessons develop students’ conscious use of modern Estonian written language, while also 

enhancing their understanding of the language’s development, changes and dialect-specific 

characteristics. Language awareness, which must ensure the correct and varied acquisition of 
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written language, is taught as part of other text-related activities. 

In order for students to participate actively and directly in the learning process, language 

learning activities must be varied and functional. In language lessons, students acquire 

specific language knowledge and practical skills, analyse what they read and hear, develop 

language-related attitudes and judgements, and write different types of texts. They develop 

the ability to find, read and critically evaluate information from appropriate sources and 

media. The use of linguistic sources is integrated into text creation, ie the student is able to 

make informed linguistic choices based on information, taking into account the 

appropriateness of the situation. Creating, editing and reproducing digital content is also 

important in working with texts. 

 

2.1.2. Knowledge, skills and attitudes to be acquired by the end of the school stage 

Stage I Stage II Stage III 

The students: 

1) understand folklore and 

cultural diversity; 

2) value the Estonian language; 

3) acquire the 

techniques to read 

Estonian; 

4) read purposefully from 

different sources and media; 

5) purposefully write 

different types of texts, both 

manually and digitally in 

various media; 

6) express themselves 

clearly and appropriately 

orally and in writing; 

7) analyse different types of 

oral and written texts within 

the limits of their individual 

abilities; 

The students: 

1) understand folklore and 

cultural diversity; 

2) perceive the Estonian 

language as a medium of 

culture and a means of 

public communication; 

3) express themselves 

clearly and appropriately 

orally and in writing; 

4) make linguistically 

informed choices within the 

limits of what they have 

learned, using correct written 

language and appropriate 

vocabulary; 

5) read texts fluently and 

purposefully in a variety of 

environments and from 

different sources; 

6) purposefully write different 

types of texts in a variety of 

environments and using 

different sources; 

The students: 

1) value their folklore and 

cultural diversity; 

2) value the Estonian 

language as a medium of 

national culture and a means 

of public communication; 

3) are aware of the language, 

express themselves 

purposefully, clearly, 

appropriately and 

grammatically correctly in oral 

and written communication; 

4) read texts fluently, 

purposefully, and critically in 

a variety of environments and 

from a variety of sources; 

5) write different types of texts 

in various environments and 

using different sources 

purposefully and 

grammatically correctly; 
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8) know the structure and 

understand the content of 

different types and 

categories of texts; 

9) develop primary attitudes 

and beliefs through reading, 

appreciate reading; 

 

 

7) analyse and evaluate 

different types of oral 

and written texts; 

8) understand the 

structure, content and 

linguistic features of 

different types and kinds 

of texts; 

9) develop attitudes and 

beliefs through reading; 

10) appreciate reading, 

find reading material 

suitable for them; 

 

6) analyse and critically 

evaluate different types of 

oral and written texts and 

respect intellectual 

property; 

7) understand the 

structure, content, 

linguistic features and 

function of different types 

of texts; 

8) develop values and 

beliefs through reading; 

 

9) express themselves 

using appropriate and 

varied vocabulary; 

10) develop a 

reading habit and 

appreciate reading. 
 

2.1.3. Learning 

Outcomes  

Stage I 

The students: 

1) participate in the learning process in an active and meaningful manner; 

2) purposefully listen, express their ideas; 

3) use age-appropriate and proper spoken and written language, respect their partner in 

communication; 

4) distinguish voices and sounds; 

5) acquire technical reading fluency and the ability to be aware of the material read; 

6) perform preparatory exercises for writing, following the instructions and guidance given; 

7) know cursive and print letters, use correct letter shapes, their handwriting is legible; 

8) read and differentiate between different types of texts, analyse the structure, language use 

and content of a text and express an opinion on it; 

9) formulate questions and objections to a text, make notes on a text, compare texts; 

10) retell what they hear, see and read, using the help of a guide if necessary; 

11) write meaningful sentences, narrative and descriptive texts; 

12) write correctly and legibly, within the limits of the linguistic forms and language rules 

learnt and formulate written work correctly; 

13) formulate a simple written task on a computer, following the language rules learnt; 

14) select and read suitable complete works of Estonian and world children’s literature, use 

the library’s information system; 

15) shape their own thoughts and feelings through reading, share their reading experiences; 

16) enrich their vocabulary through reading, using dictionaries and finding the information 

they need in vocabulary entries. 

Stage II 
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Oral and written communication 

The students: 

1) select, under supervision, an appropriate communication channel for a situation; 

2) ask questions about what they have heard and read, express opinions in a polite and 

appropriate manner, draw conclusions; 

3) solve simple problem assignments in pairs and groups; 

4) justify their position and accept the reasoned views of their peers; 

5) use appropriate linguistic means in communication, including correct written language 

within the limits of what has been learnt, both orally and in writing. 

Text reception 

The students: 

1) select and read suitable complete works of Estonian and world children’s literature; 

2) characterise the text types studied and know how to use them; 

3) read and understand study and household texts and texts in their spheres of interest; 

4) compare texts, ask questions, express their opinions and summarise texts; 

5) listen to and follow a text being received, select the reading style appropriate to the purpose 

of the reading; 

6) know language and literature resources, find the necessary information; 

7) compare information from different sources, distinguish between important and irrelevant 

information, fact from opinion. 

Text creation 

The students: 

1) find written or oral information necessary for text creation with the help of instructions; 

2) know the basic stages of writing and preparing a presentation; 

3) retell, describe, compare and discuss orally and in writing; 

4) make oral presentations, addressing the audience and delivering a short presentation; 

5) write different types of age-appropriate texts depending on the purpose and situation; 

6) correctly formulate written texts, both manually and on the computer. 

Language awareness 

The students: 

1) name the languages spoken in Estonia, related languages and nations; 

2) distinguish language varieties, including dialects and sociolects, give examples of their use; 

3) describe the pronunciation system of the Estonian language, differentiate between the 

typical word types and basic forms of nominals and verbs; 

4) make and punctuate simple sentences, including phrasal co-ordinations and simpler 

complex sentences; 

5) follow the basics of Estonian spelling and the basic rules learnt; 

6) apply the language knowledge acquired in text creation and analysis; 

7) use print and digital dictionaries to check spelling and find meanings, find the required 

information in dictionary entries. 

Stage III 

Oral and written communication 

The students: 

1) name the specific features of oral and written language and differentiate between the literary 

standard and colloquial language; 

2) ask questions about, draw conclusions and make judgements based on what they have heard 

or read; 

3) make oral and written summaries of what they have heard or read; 

4) discuss age-appropriate topics, solve language-related problem-solving tasks and 

participate in discussions; 

5) politely, relevantly and appropriately express their opinions and standpoints on an event, 

phenomenon or text both orally and in writing and present their arguments; 
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6) notice language choices in texts and communication; 

7) use adequate conventions and options of oral and written communication. 

Text reception 

The students: 

1) characterise the main types of texts, their basic characteristics, and use options; 

2) purposefully and critically read and listen to texts both within their areas of interest as well 

as study and household texts and understand them; 

3) know that a text’s mode of expression depends on its area of use, type, purpose, author and 

the context; 

4) draw conclusions about the linguistic tools used and notice figurativeness as a means of 

influence; 

5) critically assess the modes of communication of a message, including visual, audible, 

gestural and textual elements; 

6) summarise and write synopses of texts, make notes on texts, compare texts, point out what 

they do not understand; 

7) formulate questions on and objections to a text, express opinions, comment, interpret and 

relate to their own experiences and ideas; 

8) use the linguistic and textual terms acquired when receiving, analysing, interpreting and 

linking texts. 

Text creation 

The students: 

1) find the information necessary for text creation from various sources and media, select 

their reference sources critically and refer to them in an appropriate manner; 

2) write and prepare for a performance in stages; 

3) structure a text with the recipient in mind, organise and relate information logically, and 

know the main principles of creating a coherent text; 

4) can make oral presentations (greet and address the audience and deliver a short speech and 

presentation); 

5) write with purpose and relevance and correctly format different types of texts (informative 

texts, including overviews, summaries, and short studies with a specific purpose; media texts, 

including news and interviews; opinion texts, including letters, commentaries, and opinion 

pieces; public communication texts, including statements, explanatory letters); 

6) link their writing and presentations to the goal of the event or act and mediate the texts they 

have heard and read with appropriate accuracy and length and by referring to the source; 

7) write texts that are appropriate to the situation, respecting the recipient, following rules of 

grammar and using a variety of grammatical constructions and vocabulary; 

8) use a range of language sources in their writing and make informed language choices 

based on the received information. 

Language awareness 

The students: 

1) value Estonian as one of the European and global languages, describe and understand the 

specific features of Estonian, its development and role in the context of other languages, 

consciously relate languages; 

2) are sympathetic to speakers of Estonian as a second language, act as a supportive 

conversation partner; 

3) follow the basics and principles of Estonian grammar, use a spellchecker; 

4) use Estonian in public speaking and learning; 

5) describe the pronunciation system of the Estonian language, differentiate word types and 

forms and main features of sentence construction; 

6) know the main parts of sentences and correctly and appropriately vary them in writing, 

including compound and simple sentences, sentences with non-finite construction, and direct 

speech; 
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7) use and understand words and expressions of different stylistic values in texts, know the 

principles of word formation in Estonian; 

8) describe the structural, grammatical and vocabulary features of texts within the limits of 

the metalanguage learned; 

9) make conscious use of a variety of language sources, know the structure, signs and labels 

of a dictionary entry and find information on spelling, case form and meaning. 

 

2.2. Literature 

2.2.1. Description of the subject 

From grade 5 onwards, literature is taught as a separate subject where students develop their 

reading skills, figurative thinking and verbal creativity. Through reading, analysing and 

interpreting fiction and folklore, students develop their aesthetic attitudes and ethical beliefs 

and shape their thoughts and emotions. Literature supports students’ personal development, 

definition of individual and community identity, and, more broadly, an awareness of the 

peculiarity and diversity of culture. 

Reading and textual activities are a natural and necessary basis for teaching literature because 

literature can only be learned by reading. Purposeful reading, using different reading styles 

and models, completing reading tasks, assessing their reading skills and sharing reading 

experiences support the students’ development into skilled readers. In basic school literature 

lessons, students read works of fiction that are close to students’ hearts and address important 

topics, helping them to understand human relationships and develop empathy and reading 

habits and strengthen their intrinsic motivation to read. Students select the most suitable 

options from the technologically expanded range of reading possibilities, knowing the 

specificities of using audio and e-books and acquiring content, in addition to books on paper. 

Gradually, by learning about the means of literary expression and acquiring other skills that 

support textual understanding, students come to understand and appreciate the meaning of the 

work as a whole. By reading different types of literary texts, both complete works and 

excerpts from texts, students gain a variety of reading and analytical experiences, develop 

their interpretation and synthesis skills, improve their language skills, including vocabulary 

and spelling, and relate to current life issues and problems, thus shaping their self-image and 

worldview. The ability to analyse and interpret texts is a fundamental objective of literary 

studies in basic school, inseparable from the knowledge of literary poetics, including an 

understanding of imagery in its ambiguity and integrity. In order to be able to analyse a work 

of fiction, students need to have a command of the metalanguage as a toolbox that opens up 

the expressive techniques and the multiplicity of meanings of a poetic text. 

The main criterion for selecting literary works is their artistic value, humanist goals, positive 

influence on students’ personality and the relevance of the problems posed in the work to the 

moral education of students and to developing tolerance. The selection of works also takes 

into account students’ age-appropriate psychological and intellectual abilities and interests. 

The choice of reading material takes into account the reasonable proportions of Estonian and 

world literature, classic and contemporary literature, poetry, prose and drama of different 

genres, the representation of male and female authors and the thematic areas appropriate to 

the school stage. When choosing a complete work, the teacher can give suggestions, 

considering the students’ preferences, interests and reading abilities. At least four full-length 

works are compulsory in each grade in basic school, but it is recommended to increase the 

number of books where possible and to involve students in the selection. 

With a view to cultural continuity and intergenerational coherence, the recommended 

selection of complete works must include a large proportion of Estonian quality literature 

(including core texts and classics), which are addressed together. In the second school stage, 

important reading material includes the adaptation of Kalevipoeg by E. Raud, Tasuja by E. 

Bornhöhe, Mardileib by J. Kross, Eesti rahva ennemuistsed jutud by F. R. Kreutzwald or 

other collections of Estonian fairy tales or legends. In the third school stage, important reading 
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material includes Libahunt by A. Kitzberg, Pisuhänd by E. Vilde, Kevade by O. Luts, 

Kõrboja peremees by A. H. Tammsaare and Rehepapp by A. Kivirähk.  Estonian poetry is 

represented in the basic school by L. Koidula, Juhan Liiv, M. Under, H. Runnel, and L. 

Tungal. 

In order to support local identity and raise awareness of the role of folklore in culture, literary 

education focuses on regional literature and heritage of folklore. Traditional approaches to 

folklore need to be modernised so that students can better understand the nature and functions 

of traditional culture, relate better to the learned material and understand that folklore is a 

living and changing phenomenon. Learning about traditional culture teaches students to value 

and preserve national and local cultures. 

In literature lessons, students also engage with non-fiction texts relating to writers and other 

culturally significant figures (eg biography, interview with the author) and media texts 

conveying critical views on literary works (eg book review, opinion, blog). Texts related to 

cultural history reveal identity-shaping factors, help to understand the past and present and 

shape awareness of history and culture.  

Students also learn about the literary and historical context of a work and the literary process 

that is communicated from the author to the reader. In order to discuss literary works and 

understand them in depth, students need to be familiar with literary terms and the author’s 

cultural and historical background. Above all, it is important to maintain an interest in reading 

and to develop interpretative skills, but this also requires a knowledge of facts and a range of 

comprehension skills. 

The study process should provide students with plenty of creative writing opportunities based, 

among other things, on literary works, other texts and their experiences in order to develop 

and acknowledge their creativity and highlight their personality and talent. To fully develop 

their self-expression skills, students analyse texts and experiment with writing and oral 

expression. Oral performance tasks, including storytelling and presentation, are important for 

getting the experience of sharing and receiving feedback. In studying literature, creative self-

expression includes, among other things, interacting in online environments, retrieving and 

critically evaluating information and creating, editing and reproducing digital content. 

Through literary studies, students are guided to understand the connections between art forms 

and discover ways in which literary plots, characters, themes and motifs are used and 

developed in theatre, film, music and visual arts. Literature is above all integrated with 

language studies, but also with all other subjects, and supports the development of general 

competencies and leading topics of the curriculum through its learning content and outcomes. 

The nature, depth and emphasis in discussing leading topics of the curriculum can be different 

depending on the class, being largely dependent on the particular selection of literary works. 
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2.2.2. Knowledge, skills and attitudes to be acquired by the end of the school stage 

Stage II (grades 5–6) Stage III 

The students: 

1) learn about literature and folklore as 

part of national culture and learn about 

the literature and culture of different 

nations; 

2) develop their creative, narrative and 

presentation skills, write at an age-

appropriate level and in a grammatically 

correct manner in descriptive, narrative and 

discursive styles and in different genres, 

express their opinions both orally and in 

writing; 

3) find, critically evaluate and properly 

use information from different sources 

and in different environments; 

4) explore the poetics of a work of fiction, 

characterise and compare its characters, 

describe the plot and setting and formulate 

the main idea, interpret figurative language 

and enrich their vocabulary; 

 

The students: 

1) deepen their understanding of literature 

as a cultural and artistic phenomenon, its 

role in shaping identity and making sense 

of society and their knowledge and 

appreciation of the traditions and heritage 

of national culture; 

 

2) develop their creative, narrative and 

presentation skills, write at an appropriate 

level and in a linguistically correct manner 

in descriptive, narrative and discursive 

styles and in different genres, express and 

justify their opinions both orally and in 

writing; 

3) find, critically evaluate and make 

appropriate use of information from 

different sources and in different media, 

taking into account good practice in the 

use and dissemination of information and 

legal provisions; 
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5) read, analyse and understand children’s 

and youth literature in different genres with 

appropriate difficulty from Estonian and 

international authors, read poetry, prose 

and drama, develop their reading skills; 

6) enrich their thoughts and emotions 

through reading, improve their cultural and 

literary knowledge and develop aesthetic 

attitudes and ethical beliefs. 

4) learn to gain a broader and deeper 

knowledge of the poetics of a work of 

fiction, analyse its plot, characters and 

setting, notice specific features of its 

composition, discuss the issues and values 

addressed, interpret figurative language and 

enrich their vocabulary; 

5) read, analyse, interpret and understand 

age-appropriate youth literature as well as 

classics from Estonian and international 

authors in different genres, read poetry, 

prose and drama, develop reading skills; 

6) enrich their skills of thinking and self-

expression through reading, improve their 

cultural and literary knowledge and develop 

aesthetic attitudes and ethical beliefs. 
 

2.2.3. Learning Outcomes 

Stage II (grades 5–6) 

The students: 

1) read children’s and youth literature from both Estonian and international authors, 

including at least eight complete works; 

2) read poetry, prose and drama in a variety of genres fluently and meaningfully, use basic 

reading methods and techniques under the guidance of a teacher, monitor and evaluate their 

reading; 

3) introduce a book they have read and its author and share their reading experience; 

4) read nonfiction and media texts, use appropriate sources and media to obtain information; 

5) make appropriate use of information from different sources and media, distinguish between 

their own and borrowed text, list and note sources used; 

6) appreciate the distinctive and diverse culture that unites both regions and the whole of 

Estonia; 

7) learn about the different manifestations of culture, including theatre and film, heritage and 

museum culture; 

8) distinguish between the main types of fiction and folklore and the most important genres, 

list their characteristics and give examples; 

9) identify the subject of a poem and describe its mood, notice the peculiar use of language 

and form, understand the imagery of a poem; 

10) compile an outline about a prose or drama text in the form of questions, statements or 

keywords, write a summary; 

11) identify the subject of a literary work, discuss the problems and values related to the 

characters, formulate the main idea of the work; 

12) characterise and compare characters, describe their relationships and evaluate their 

behaviour; 

13) compile the sequence of events in the story and justify the selection of the time and place of 

the events; 

14) enrich their vocabulary by looking up unfamiliar words and expressions; 

15) write original works in different genres, including descriptive and narrative texts; 

16) participate in discussion, express and justify their opinion, choose appropriate examples 

from the text when discussing a literary work, work together; 

17) recite poems, short pieces of prose or role text by heart and pay attention to the fluency, 
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clarity and textual accuracy of their presentation. 

18) understand the meaning of the presented text, give feedback on their own and others’ 

performance; 

19) retell clearly worded coherent stories with integral composition based on literary texts, 

real life events or their own imagination; 

20) retell or summarise a story close to the text or with the help of an outline, keywords or 

picture text; 

21) correctly use basic literary terms in text analysis. 

 

Stage III 

The students: 

1) read literary works of different types and genres, including core texts or their extracts by 

Estonian and international authors, analyse and interpret at least twelve complete works read; 

2) read fluently and meaningfully, independently select reading styles and patterns based on 

the purpose of the reading and the type of text, assess their reading and manage their reading 

process; 

3) read nonfiction and media texts related to culture, find, critically evaluate and make 

appropriate use of information from different sources and in different media, taking into 

account good practice in the use and dissemination of information and legal provisions; 

4) are familiar with the distinctive features of Estonian culture and share their cultural 

experience, appreciate both their own and world culture and its diversity; 

5) explain the nature of heritage, giving examples of past and present heritage culture and of 

their local area; 

6) use elements of folklore in oral and written texts; 

7) distinguish between the main types and most important genres, list their characteristics and 

give examples; 

8) find suitable reading material, justify their choice, introduce a book they have read and its 

author, share their reading experience; 

9) highlight the thematic and lyrical features of a poem, notice peculiarities in the use of 

language and form, explain the imagery of a poem and interpret its meanings; 

10) identify the subject of a literary work, discuss its main events, central problems, cause 

and effect, formulate the main idea of the work; 

11) summarise the plot of a literary work, justify the time and place of events of the story, 

characterise and compare the characters, analyse the relationships between the characters and 

their values; 

12) analyse the form techniques and composition of a literary work, relating them to the content 

of the work; 

13) enrich their vocabulary by looking up unfamiliar words and expressions and the background 

of what they read; 

14) describe the use of language in a work of fiction, recognise the main figures of speech 

and phrases, including epithets, personification, simile, metaphor, repetition and enjambment, 

interpret the meaning and role of figurative expressions in a text and use them in text creation; 

15) compare a literary work to its page-to-stage or film adaptation; 

16) write various original works, including descriptive, narrative and discursive texts; 

17) appreciate the correctness of oral and written language and follow the formatting 

requirements for both written and digital texts; 

18) participate in discussions, express their reasoned views clearly and appropriately, give 

and listen to feedback, consider the views of others, work together; 

19) prepare and give a presentation based on a work of literature, a cultural phenomenon or 

their own cultural experience, using presentation software; 

20) present (from memory) a text of poetry, prose or drama, aiming for the presentation to be 

fluent, clear and accurate, justify the choice of text, explain its meaning; 
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21) correctly use basic literary terms in text analysis. 

 

2.3. Russian language in a class where the language of instruction is Russian 

2.3.1. Description of the subject 

Language proficiency is key to understanding and appreciating national culture. The students 

value Russian as their mother tongue and means of communal communication which supports 

them in building their identity and becoming conscious learners. 

Good Russian proficiency is the precondition of successful learning of all subjects in a 

Russian-language school. The subjects of the subject field primarily support the development 

of competencies in native language and literature and the enhancement of communication 

skills among basic school students. Basic school builds a foundation for the students’ skills 

and knowledge which includes language variants and helps them to receive and create various 

types of texts in the future. These subjects provide knowledge of language and literature and 

offer various experiences of reading, writing and communicating. 

In grades 1 to 4, Russian language is a subject, which is integrated with literature, addressing 

the objectives of both language and literary studies. Starting from grade 5, Russian language 

and literature are separate, but strongly integrated subjects, designed to develop purposeful 

reading and writing skills through different text types. 

In the first school stage and grade 4, the focus is on developing students’ knowledge and 

skills in both oral and written language. Listening, comprehension of what was heard and 

speaking are closely linked to the development of reading and writing skills. Oral language 

use includes both self-expression in everyday situations as well as understanding and 

communicating oral texts appropriate to a certain age. Retelling on the basis of what was 

heard, seen, experienced or read and according to pictures, picture series and given themes is 

important. Teaching reading develops technical reading fluency and the ability to work 

purposefully with the text read, following appropriate instructions. The teaching of writing 

refines the writing technique, develops grammar skills within the linguistic forms learnt and 

develops the ability to express oneself creatively and purposefully. On the recommendation of 

the teacher, the student selects full-length works of fiction from Russian, Estonian and foreign 

authors, developing the student’s ability to introduce the work and retell and discuss it. It is 

important to develop reading habits, foster a positive reading experience and offer pleasure 

from reading. 

In the second school stage, the aim is to develop students’ reading and writing skills and 

skills of self-expression and communication to ensure successful socialisation. 

Practical skills need to be acquired in oral and written communication to create an essential 

basis for the development of learning skills. Mastery of everyday and school-based 

communication skills prepares students for independent communication in the language 

environment. Self-expression, including correct written language, broadens the scope of 

language use. 

Text reception is the basis for learning skills, which is why the emphasis is on choosing the 

right reading style and guiding one’s own development as a reader. The ability to find 

information in a variety of online environments and make effective use of information sources 

using appropriate digital tools and strategies should be developed. It is important to find, 

browse, manage, evaluate and refer to information (copyright and licences) in line with the 

purpose. 

Text creation focuses on the writing process, not just the result. It is important for students to 

follow the stages of writing from preparation to finalisation. 

Text reception and creation are integrated with grammar, which means that attention is 

constantly drawn to the linguistic means used in reading and writing texts. This develops the 

students’ primary language awareness. It is advisable to use texts that are closely related to 

real life and meaningful to the students, including fiction, in learning topics related to 

grammar. 
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In the third school stage, the aim is for the students to express themselves clearly and 

correctly and in line with language norms in different situations. Effective and efficient 

communication is impossible without language skills. Oral and written communication 

develops practical skills which provide an essential foundation for the development of 

learning skills. Mastery of everyday and school-based communication skills prepares students 

for independent communication in the language environment. Self-expression, including 

command of correct written language, broadens the scope of individual language use. The 

school must teach the students to discuss and explain their views face-to-face, by telephone, 

by letter and email and online. 

Reception and comprehension of texts are the basis for all learning skills which is why, by the 

end of the third school stage, students need to become independent and critical readers to 

make informed and correct choices. It is important to be able to use information sources and 

find information in a variety of environments, using appropriate digital tools and strategies. In 

this context, it is essential to develop critical thinking, the ability to distinguish 

misinformation and manipulation from reality, and the awareness to choose science-based 

sources of information. 

Text creation focuses on the writing process, not just the result. It is important for students to 

follow the stages of writing from preparation to finalisation. Students must write with a sense 

of purpose, knowing the audience and reason for the writing and following the use of 

language specific to the text type. Reception of texts and written work are integrated with 

grammar, which means that the reading and writing of texts are constantly guided by 

linguistic means to develop the student’s language awareness. 

Correct and coherent speaking and diverse vocabulary are developed throughout basic school. 

Gradually, the share of autonomy in learning increases. In order for students to participate 

actively and directly in the learning process, language learning activities must be varied and 

functional. In language lessons, students acquire specific language knowledge and practical 

skills, analyse what they read and hear, develop language-related attitudes and judgements 

and engage in creative writing. Skills in sourcing, reading and critically evaluating 

information from appropriate sources and media are developed. Creating, editing and 

reproducing digital content is also important in working with texts. 

The subject teacher selects the teaching content in consideration of the achievability of the 

learning outcomes, subject field-related competencies and general competencies for that 

school stage. 
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2.3.2. Knowledge, skills and attitudes to be acquired by the end of the school stage 

Stage I Stage II Stage III 

The students: 

1) understand folklore and 

cultural diversity; 

2) value the Russian 

language as a medium of 

community culture and a 

means of public 

communication; 

3) acquire the 

techniques to read 

Russian; 

4) read purposefully from 

different sources and 

media; 

5) purposefully write 

different types of texts, 

both manually and in 

various media; 

6) express themselves 

clearly and appropriately 

orally and in writing; 

7) analyse different types of 

oral and written texts 

within the limits of their 

individual abilities; 

8) know the structure and 

understand the content of 

different types and genres 

of texts; 

9) develop primary attitudes 

and beliefs through reading, 

appreciate reading; 

 

The students: 

1) understand folklore and 

cultural diversity; 

2) acknowledge the Russian 

language as a medium of 

community culture and a 

means of public 

communication; 

3) express themselves 

clearly and appropriately, 

both orally and in writing, 

and use their language 

skills in speaking activities; 

4) purposefully write 

different types of texts in 

a variety of 

environments; 

5) acquire the basics of 

different reading strategies 

in Russian; 

6) purposefully listen, 

read and create different 

types of texts in a variety 

of environments; 

7) analyse and evaluate 

different types of oral 

and written texts; 

8) know the structure and 

understand the content of 

different types and genres 

of texts; 

 

The students: 

1) understand folklore and 

cultural diversity; 

2) acknowledge the Russian 

language as a medium of 

community culture and a 

means of public 

communication; 

3) express themselves 

clearly, appropriately and 

grammatically correctly 

both orally and in writing; 

4) write different types of 

texts using different 

sources purposefully and 

grammatically correctly; 

5) purposefully listen, 

read and create different 

types of texts in a variety 

of environments; 

6) analyse and critically 

evaluate different types of 

oral and written texts and 

respect intellectual 

property; 

7) know the structure and 

understand the content of 

different types and genres 

of texts; 

8) develop attitudes and 

beliefs through reading; 
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 9) develop attitudes and 

beliefs through reading, 

appreciate reading; 

10) develop their 

vocabulary through 

reading. 

9) develop their 

vocabulary through 

reading. 

 

2.3.3. Learning 

Outcomes  

Stage I 

The students: 

1) participate in the learning process in an active and meaningful manner; 

2) purposefully listen and express their ideas; 

3) use age-appropriate and proper spoken and written language, respect their partner in 

communication; 

4) distinguish voices and sounds; 

5) acquire technical reading fluency and the ability to be aware of the material read; 

6) know cursive and print letters, use correct letter shapes, their handwriting is legible; 

7) perform preparatory exercises for writing, following the instructions and guidance given; 

8) write meaningful sentences, narrative and descriptive texts; 

9) write correctly and legibly, within the limits of the linguistic forms and language rules 

learnt and formulate written work correctly; 
10) formulate a simple written task on a computer, following the language rules learnt; 

11) retell what they hear, see and read, using the help of a guide if necessary; 

12) read and differentiate between different types of texts, analyse the structure, language use 

and content of a text and express an opinion on it; 

13) formulate questions and objections to a text, make notes on a text, compare texts; 

14) select and read suitable complete works of Estonian and world children’s literature, use 

the library’s information system; 

15) shape their thoughts and feelings through reading, share their reading experiences; 

16) enrich their vocabulary through reading, using dictionaries and finding the information 

they need in vocabulary entries. 

Stage II 

The students: 

1) follow the norms of the contemporary Russian literary standard and norms of speech 

etiquette; 

2) distinguish language varieties, give examples of their use; 

3) present their ideas freely, logically, coherently and in accordance with the subject and 

communication situation orally; 

4) express their ideas freely, logically, coherently and in accordance with the subject and 

communication situation in writing; 

5) select, under supervision, an appropriate communication channel and method for the purpose 

and situation; 

6) write words with learned orthograms correctly and use correct punctuation marks in 

sentences containing the punctuation rules studied; 

7) describe the pronunciation system of the Russian language, differentiate between the word 

types and basic forms of nominals and verbs; 

8) find and critically evaluate information from a variety of written sources and use (reliable) 

information found in their texts; 

9) assess the reliability of the information they hear; 

10) give reasoned feedback on a text or point of view, expressing their views and values 



21  

based on what they read; 

11) select and read suitable complete works of Estonian and world children’s literature; 

12) summarise what they read and give reading recommendations to their classmates; 

13) read meaningfully, state the subject of the text and briefly formulate the main idea; 

14) formulate questions and objections to a text, express an opinion, formulate a conclusion; 

15) discuss and write about what they read, see and hear, communicate with a partner and in a 

group; 

16) solve simple problem assignments in pairs and groups; 

17) read and understand study and household texts and texts in their spheres of interest; 

18) choose the reading style appropriate to the purpose of the reading; 

19) are familiar with information environments and visual and textual sources and can find the 

information they need; 

20) plan their writing, update and revise their texts, proofread and make corrections and 

format their work correctly both in writing and on a computer; 

21) make oral presentations, addressing the audience and delivering a short presentation; 

22) write different types of age-appropriate texts depending on the purpose and situation; 

23) apply the language knowledge acquired in text creation and analysis; 

24) use print and digital dictionaries to check spelling and find meanings, find the required 

information in dictionary entries. 

Stage III 

The students: 

1) value the Russian language as their mother tongue and one of the world’s languages; 

2) respect the differences and peculiarities of other languages and nations; 

3) consider the purpose and situation in communication, have a good command of speech 

culture; 

4) name the specific features of oral and written language and differentiate between the literary 

standard and colloquial language; 

5) follow the rules of grammar and language they have learned in writing; 

6) use digital literacy, create texts in different media, respect communication etiquette; 

7) give reasoned feedback on an oral or written text, expressing their views and values based 

on what they read; 

8) discuss age-appropriate topics, solve language-related problem-solving tasks and 

participate in discussions; 

9) distinguish and analyse key information and important points of view based on what they 

hear and read; 

10) summarise what they have read or heard both orally and in writing; 

11) ask questions about, draw conclusions and make judgements based on what they have read; 

12) formulate a problem, express their opinion, give arguments and examples; 

13) read charts, diagrams, schemes and symbols and use them in their texts; 

14) critically assess the modes of communication, including visual, audible, gestural and textual 

elements; 

15) know that a text’s mode of expression depends on its area of use, type, purpose, author 

and the context; 

16) compile and present narrative, descriptive and discursive texts; 

17) structure a text with the recipient in mind, organise and relate information logically, and 

know the main principles of creating a coherent text; 

18) write and prepare for a performance in stages; 

19) can make oral presentations (greet and address the audience and deliver a short speech and 

presentation); 

20) analyse the appropriateness of their own and others’ choice of linguistic means considering 

the situation; 

21) formulate texts correctly, taking into account the situation and the addressee, respecting 
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grammar rules and formatting requirements; 

22) characterise the main types of texts, their basic characteristics, and use options; 

23) know that a text’s mode of expression depends on its area of use, type and author; 

24) find grammar instructions online and in dictionaries and handbooks, use the computer’s 

spellchecker and critically evaluate grammar tips; 

25) enrich their vocabulary through reading and use a variety of grammatical constructions. 

 

2.4. Estonian as a second language 

2.4.1. Description of the subject 

Students whose mother tongue is another language learn Estonian as a second language with 

the aim of integrating into the Estonian society and succeeding in and outside school. 

Estonian is the first language that many students with a different mother tongue learn 

alongside their mother tongue. Therefore, it is particularly important to make learning 

interesting and enjoyable to create and maintain learning motivation. Modern and engaging 

teaching materials and authentic texts to read and listen to are used to keep students informed 

about what is going on in society and make them want to use Estonian. Language lessons use 

inspiring active learning methods that support students with different learning styles, enable 

them to use language purposefully and help build a systematic understanding of language. The 

learning process develops students’ learning skills, their ability to work together and 

independently, and use effective language learning methods. Opportunities of the language 

environment are used: students are encouraged to follow media in the Estonian language, 

communicate in Estonian outside school lessons an participate in Estonian-language events, 

Estonian-speaking guests are invited to classes, etc. When learning Estonian, other languages 

and cultures are also valued, especially the students’ culture of origin. 

Learning Estonian as a second language focuses on the following areas: me and others; home 

and neighbourhood; Estonia and the world; everyday life; learning and work. Each area is 

addressed repeatedly, according to the students’ language level, experience, interests and 

needs. In Estonian language classes, communication takes place in Estonian. Where 

necessary, the teacher adapts their use of language to the appropriate level and/or provides 

supporting explanations. 

Teachers of Estonian as a second language collaborate with teachers of other subjects to 

linguistically support the acquisition of other subjects and help students see links between 

subjects. 

Teaching Estonian as a second language is based on the general principles of the subject field. 

 

2.4.2 Knowledge, skills and attitudes to be acquired by the end of the school stages 

Stage I 

Graduates of grade 3 

appreciate Estonian as a 

means of public 

communication and reach 

an age-appropriate level of 

A2, meaning that they: 

Stage II 

Graduates of grade 6 

appreciate Estonian as a 

bearer of culture and means 

of public communication and 

reach an age-appropriate level 

of B1, meaning that they: 

Stage III 

Graduates of grade 9 

appreciate Estonian as a 

bearer of culture and means 

of public communication 

and reach an age-

appropriate level of B2, 

meaning that they: 
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1) understand simple 

written and oral texts; 

2) express their needs, 

describe their 

surroundings, people and 

activities, 

participate in simple short 

conversations; 

3) find the information 

they need from the 

surrounding environment; 

4) compile simple 

short texts; 

5) know the names of 

some of the events 

happening in Estonia and 

their home area as well as 

the names of famous 

people; 

6) know and respect basic 

rules of politeness. 

1) understand written 

and oral texts; 

2) express and justify their 

opinions, talk about their 

experiences and intentions, 

cope in everyday 

communication situations; 

3) use the information found 

for performing 

communication tasks; 

 

4) compile simple personal 

texts of various types; 

5) are familiar with some of 

the events that take place or 

have taken place in Estonia 

and their home area as well 

as the activities of well-

known people; 

6) know and use some media 

outlets in Estonian; 

 

7) know and respect 

general rules of 

politeness. 

1) understand texts on 

specific and abstract 

topics; 

2) communicate naturally 

and fluently on a wide range 

of topics; 

3) express, justify and 

defend their views; 

4) create coherent and 

logical texts of different 

types on a variety of topics; 

5) are generally familiar 

with some of the more 

important events that take 

place or have taken place in 

Estonia and their home area 

as well as the activities of 

well-known people; 

6) know and use some media 

outlets in Estonian; 

 

7) are aware of the specific 

communicative practices 

of Estonian culture and 

consider them in 

communication. 
 

 

2.4.2. Learning Outcomes  

Stage I 

The students: 

1) can understand simple, clear and slow connected speech; 

2) understand age-appropriate short and simple oral texts such as instructions, notices, 

messages, etc; 

3) can generally understand short, slow, clear recordings, such as segments of programmes, 

short films, etc; 

4) find and understand basic information from simple consumer texts, such as timetables, 

schedules, announcements, notices, advertisements, menus, instructions, warnings, etc; 

5) can generally understand simple written messages and letters in everyday communication; 

6) understand the general content of fiction and media texts using simple language; 

7) find the information they need in print and online dictionaries and reference books; 

8) use everyday polite phrases; 

9) describe and introduce people, places, things and activities in a simple manner; 

10) talk about events that are important to them; 

11) express and briefly explain their opinions, intentions, needs, likes, and dislikes; 

12) communicate with the support of a conversation partner in simple situations that are 

interesting and necessary for them; 

13) ask and answer questions about routine activities, make suggestions and respond to 

others’ suggestions and express agreement or disagreement; 

14) write short, simple messages on topics important to them; 

15) write a coherent text on topics related to their life; 
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16) write down short pieces of simple information by ear; 

17) have a command of basic vocabulary for communicating in everyday situations; 

18) deduce the meaning of an unfamiliar word from the context; 

19) use basic grammar phrases in familiar situations in a generally comprehensive manner; 

20) pronounce words and sentences clearly and understandably. 

Stage II 

The students: 

1) cope with everyday communication situations; 

2) understand shorter, simpler notices, messages, instructions and letters; 

3) understand oral and written media texts with familiar content and a clear structure; 

4) understand the gist of a movie in Estonian; 

5) find and understand relevant information from consumer texts, such as notices, letters, 

leaflets, announcements, advertisements, instructions, warnings, etc; 

6) read age-appropriate fiction and understand its gist; 

7) find necessary information in print and online dictionaries and reference books; 

8) talk using simple linked sentences on familiar topics; 

9) chat with their peers, ask and answers questions; 

10) give simple instructions, make suggestions and respond to them; 

11) describe events, situations, places, activities and people; 

12) express and explain their needs, wishes and emotions, cope with everyday situations; 

13) describe the gist of a book or movie and express their impressions and thoughts; 

14) express an opinion on a familiar topic and justify their opinion; 

15) write and fill in simple texts such as invitations, messages, emails, applications, 

questionnaires; 

16) write descriptive and narrative texts on familiar topics; 

17) have a good command of basic vocabulary, simplifying or rewording the message where 

necessary; 

18) deduce the meanings of words based on context; 

19) use basic grammar with a fair degree of accuracy; 

20) generally pronounce words and sentences clearly and understandably. 

Stage III 

The students: 

1) make conscious use of the opportunities offered by the language environment to develop their 

Estonian language skills; 

2) understand the gist of oral texts of varying length and complexity; 

3) can follow lively exchanges between skilled speakers and understand a clearly structured 

discussion; 

4) follow age-appropriate presentations and talks, find information and make summaries; 

5) can understand most commercial and media texts, both oral and written, in general language; 

6) follow and understand the reasoning of age-appropriate opinion pieces and problem articles; 

7) read age-appropriate fiction in different genres, analyse the content and understand the 

message; 

8) communicate fairly fluently without preparation, expressing opinions, feelings and wishes, 

responding to others; 

9) participate in debates, express themselves clearly and in detail on a wide range of topics, 

present their views and reasons supported by arguments and examples; 

10) give clearly structured presentations, highlighting the main points of view and the 

arguments for and against; 

11) write different types of consumer texts, such as applications, motivation letters, CVs, 

letters of explanation, emails, etc, and format them correctly; 

12) write narrative and descriptive texts, both realistic and fantastic; 

13) write discursive texts, presenting for and against arguments and examples and making a 
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summary; 

14) write a book, film or theatre review; 

15) have a good command of general vocabulary, express themselves clearly, precisely and with 

variety; 

16) have a good command of grammatical constructions; 

17) pronounce words and sentences clearly and naturally; 

18) consider the purpose of the communication, the partner and the situation in their choice of 

linguistic means; 

19) combine sentences into a clear and logically coherent text and divide text into paragraphs; 

20) follow the rules of grammar. 


